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Meet theNEW FACULTY
UB Geology Welcomes New Faculty Member to Department

Dr. Jason P. Briner joined the department in January as Assistant Professor, specializing in
Quaternary and glacial geology, paleoclimatology, and Arctic environmental change.  Briner
received his Ph.D. in Geological Sciences from the University of Colorado in 2003, and is
highly published, with recent publications in the Geological Society of America Bulletin, the
Canadian Journal of Earth Sciences, and the Journal of Paleolimnology.   Teaching Glacial
Geology courses at UB, Dr. Briner’s research interests include the broad field of Quaternary
geology and global climate change.  He studies glacial settings to better understand ice sheet
processes, glacial landscape evolution and past glacier fluctuations.  He also studies paleoen-
vironments recorded in Holocene and Pleistocene lake sediments to better understand paleo-
climate, which provides a template for modern global change.  Briner’s summer work encom-
passes two new (separately funded) grants from the National Science Foundation (NSF), and
one from the National Geographic Society, all of which were awarded a month after he
arrived at UB.  Congratulations, Dr. Briner and welcome to UB!

FacultyHONORS
Gregory S. Baker, Associate Professor, received the Student
Association Milton Plesur Excellence in Teaching Award from the
Student Association in the spring of 2001.  Dr. Baker also received
a certificate of recognition, University at Buffalo class of 2003
“Year After Graduation” student survey of undergraduate and
graduate students, 2005.

Matthew Becker, Associate Professor, received the National
Research Council Senior Research Award.  This is a nationally 
competitive award to fund research at federal government 
institutions.  It covers a nine-month tenure with the Hydrologic
Sciences Branch of the NASA Goddard Space Flight Center in
Greenbelt, Maryland.  This award funded his recent 10-month 
sabbatical at NASA.  

In recognition of his outstanding achievements in scholarly activity,
Dr. Matthew W. Becker was awarded a UB Exceptional Scholar
Program Young Investigator Award in May 2002.

Marcus I. Bursik, Professor, received a certificate of recognition,
“Year After Graduation” survey, Career Services of the University
at Buffalo, 2005.

In recognition of his outstanding achievements in scholarly activity,
Dr. Robert D. Jacobi was awarded a UB Exceptional Scholar

Program Sustained Achievement Award in May 2002.

Charles E. Mitchell, Department Chair and Professor, was award-
ed rank of SUNY Distinguished Teaching Professor in 2004. The
rank of distinguished professor (the highest faculty rank in the
SUNY system) is an order above full professorship and has three 
co-equal designations: distinguished professor, distinguished 
service professor and distinguished teaching professor. 

Paul H. Reitan, professor emeritus, was named a fellow of the
American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS),
the world's largest general scientific society and publisher of the
journal Science in February 2005.  Reitan was elected a fellow in
recognition of his "distinguished contributions to bringing earth
sciences knowledge into the public dialogue on ways to address
pressing problems of creating an equitable and sustainable habitat
for all inhabitants of Earth." 

In honor of his outstanding teaching at the graduate, undergradu-
ate and professional levels, the State University of New York Board
of Trustees, elected Dr. Michael F. Sheridan, Professor, title of UB
Distinguished Professor in 2003.
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Signature Program in 
Geological Hazards and Risk Analysis

As the human population continues to rise,
stress is placed on limited land and water
resources.  The Earth sciences have come to
play a major role in assessing these stresses.
Geologists and geophysicists investigate
earthquake and volcanic hazards and the
relationship of each to affected populations.
Many are deeply involved with civil defense,
municipal and regional authorities in deter-
mining the best course of action to take as a
difficult situation arises.

Geochemists, geologists and geological 
engineers investigate groundwater resources
and risks.  Most of the growth in earth 
science employment over the past twenty
years has been in the analysis of environmental
risks related to groundwater contamination
and depletion.  Earth scientists in these fields
work closely with industry and local 
environmental agencies.  According to the
American Geological Institute, employment
growth in the Earth sciences will continue to
be in natural hazards and groundwater risk
analysis.

To begin to build a university infrastructure in
which these issues can be addressed, the
Geology Department has become home to
the Signature Program in Geological Hazards
and Risk Analysis.  The program is unique in
American universities in its focus.  Within
some U.S.  universities, especially those allied
with state geological surveys, there can be
considerable technology and manpower used
directly in earthquake monitoring and other
functions related to geological hazards.
However, until now, there has been no 
university center in the  U.S. devoted to 
fundamental research on geological hazards
and risk analysis -- from the modeling of

physical systems to their relationships with
society.  The Signature Program provides a
foundation for broad-based efforts in the
university to link researchers interested in
geological hazards, modeling, risk 
assessment and analysis of societal impact.

The program has been aiding department
faculty in furthering their already deep
involvement in interdisciplinary research.
New faculty member Eliza Calder, along
with Michael Sheridan, Tracy Gregg and
Marcus Bursik work consistently with
mathematicians, geographers and engineers
in analyzing volcanic and surface fluid 
phenomena.  The hydrogeology group of
Richelle Allen-King and Matthew Becker
work closely with civil engineers.  

Cooperative efforts with other departments
at UB have already brought in some of the
largest awards in the department, altogether
accounting for over $3.5 million in funding.  

The Signature Program is guided by Professor
Bursik, and run by newly-hired Administrative
Assistant, Heather Kornacki.  Ms. Kornacki
has aided in increasing faculty funding 
productivity by keeping faculty informed of
funding opportunities, contacting funding
agencies, streamlining the grant-writing
process and aiding with maintenance of
standard forms, and opening communication
among investigators.  Heather is also busy
with building departmental funding through
endowment and giving.

Marcus I. Bursik, Professor

“As the
human 

population 
continues to

rise, stress
is placed on
limited land

and water
resources.

“
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Our field camp rocks!  Having just returned from being with the camp for
its first half, I can tell you: it rocks!  Still very successful, the camp consisted
of about 40 students, roughly half of which are UB Geology majors,
directed again by Greg Baker.  

With >100°F temperatures during the first project, much of which took
place on the heat-radiating Mancos Shale, students were quickly introduced
to conditions out west.  And, they loved it (mostly).  

With a series of 2-day “intro” projects in the Grand Junction area of western
Colorado, led by Andres Aslan (Mesa State) and Greg, students learned
to map surficial landforms and deposits, and more importantly, tuned in
their map-making and note-taking skills.  

Following the Grand Junction projects (and, oh yeah, the 3-hour Colorado
River float trip where not one person got less than 100% wet – welcome
to field camp Dr. Mitchell!), we moved to the Dugout Ranch in Utah.
The daily crossing of the swollen Indian Creek made the 45-minute drive
to the Davis Canyon map site more interesting.  Chuck Mitchell led the
group up and down the Davis Canyon site, where students mapped a very
cool structure amongst pieces of petrified wood, blooming flowers, and
footprints of the elusive Mountain Lion. 

Following this project, a “geo-tour” that visited Anasazi ruins and Natural
Bridges National Monument ended at what must be the center of the
Universe: the Moki Dugway overlook.  Hello Valley of the Gods!  Hello
Goosenecks of the San Juan River!  Hello Monument Valley!  Camp then
moved to Dinosaur National Monument the following day, where soon
after the third mapping project (The Inferno) commenced.  At this point, I
departed (someone had to go fish the Green River!) and left field camp to
Greg and Paul Baldauf (Union University), and their wonderful and tal-
ented staff of three TAs (Kristin Sturtevant, Shannon Kobs, and Brian
Clare) and two Provant Loggers (Phil Stokes and ‘Mimi’ Sarkar).

Report From Field Camp2005
Jason Briner, Assistant Professor

From top to bottom:

Dr. Greg Baker and TA’s Kristen Sturtevant and Shannon Kobs, take a much-needed respite! 

Dr. Greg Baker gives students an evening lecture

Dr. Chuck Mitchell and students on Chinle

Dr. Chuck Mitchell and Kristen Sturtevant construct an impromptu illustration
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Summer Geology Field Camp2005

The latest installment of the University at
Buffalo Summer Geology Field Program
wrapped up on June 16th, 2005, and was,
as usual, a success!  This year we had 20
women and 21 men from Bloomsburg,
Clemson, Edinboro Univ of Penn, Florida
Atlantic, Rutgers, SUNY Cortland, Syracuse,
UB, Nebraska, Pittsburgh, Rhode Island,
Tennessee, and Toledo. 

Although the exact count is not quite
known—and it also depends on how you
count students during the Buffalo/Wyoming
joint field camp days—there have now been
roughly 1,220 students over the past 30+
years who have gone through this program.
As a UB alum you should be very proud of
that fact, especially considering that many of
the field camps around the country have
gone “belly up” due to poor financial 
controls, a reduction around the country in
the number of geology students required to
take a “traditional” field camp, and a lack of
institutional and departmental support.  Be
aware, however, that we as a department 
continue to believe in all aspects of a 
traditional field camp, from the basics of
“finding yourself” on air photos and topos
to the more subtle skills such as persistence
in difficult field conditions, teamwork, 
and confidence. 

I am pleased to report that since I took over
as Field Camp Director in 2001 (and for 
several years before) there has been no lack
of interest in the Buffalo Field Camp—this
year we had all 41 positions filled by
December ‘04, and had a waiting list as
large as 11.  In fact, I am becoming quite
popular with other field camp directors, as I
make recommendations for students on the
waiting list on alternative choices and many
other camps have to work hard to fill all
their positions!

Some highlights of this year include: 5
straight days of record-high temperatures
(90s) in Grand Junction; a near-flood stage
Colorado River—and we camp on the flood
plain; another fun camp visit by Gene
Schaffer; a “guest visit” by one of our
newest faculty; Dr. Jason Briner; an evening
at the CBR (Championship Bull Riding) in
Vernal—which is to be televised in early July
on the Outdoor Channel, so look for the
crew in the “Crown Royal” section; more
mountain lion signs in Davis Canyon; and, as
always, a fun time at the Buckhorn in
Laramie, WY. 

I have persisted in working with the other
faculty instructors on the pedagogical
aspects of the camp, and student final maps
in the Freezeout Hills continue to improve
each year—I think this year was our best
crop ever!

The camp may be different than many of you
remember, so if you’d like a taste please visit
www.geology.buffalo.edu/fieldcamp for
details.

Gregory S. Baker, Director Summer Geology Field Program, Associate Professor



My main research interests are to understand and integrate the basic processes that
control the fate and transport of contaminants in groundwater.  Our current 
understanding of these processes, or lack thereof, limits our ability to predict the fate of
contaminants and to plan and conduct appropriate remediation of contaminated sites. 

Most of my current research has to do with transport and/or transformation of organic
contaminants, including chlorinated solvents, hydrocarbons, pesticides, and new to our
group, personal care products. We have been doing both laboratory and field 
investigations to support this work. Last year, we set up a new hydrogeochemistry lab
facility that includes three gas chromatographs with a variety of detectors for organic
contaminants in water and sediment samples, a variety of instruments for analyzing
basic water quality (ion chromatograph, total dissolved organic carbon and organic
nitrogen analyzer, UV/VIS spectrophotometer) and others.  The students in our research
group use all of these instruments on our research projects.

One project ongoing in our group seeks to test whether we can use lithologic maps of
sedimentary deposits to improve our understanding of the geochemical and physical
variability of aquifer properties that control contaminant transport in sedimentary
aquifers. We’ve been testing our theories at a field site in Borden, Ontario, which is
world famous for groundwater plume studies. This problem requires expertise from 
several different geologic disciplines: hydrogeology, sedimentology, geochemistry and
geophysics.  We have been collaborating with researchers and students from Stanford
and Washington State Universities. Last summer our team met at Borden in July and
spent two weeks in a sand pit conducting surveys, mapping, and collecting samples to
study in our lab. We brought back a lot of sand! 

The pictures show the team preparing for the first survey, collecting samples, and 
taking a much needed break with a visitor (my dogs joined us for a day).

Our work involves collecting very detailed spatial data to understand how sediment
heterogeneity affects contaminant transport. Over the past few years, students in our
group have made over 350 contaminant sorption measurements and over 1200 
permeability measurements! These have been used to develop relationships between
lithology and transport properties (sorption and permeability). 

One important finding of this NSF supported work shows that current groundwater
contaminant transport models neglect important geochemical processes.  During 2003,
this work formed the basis for the Darcy Distinguished Lectureship
(http://www.ngwa.org/ngwef/darcy.html#Past), sponsored by the National Ground
Water Association, which I presented at 63 locations in eight countries.
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Allen-King’s Research
Takes Her & Team to Ontario

The pictures show the team

preparing for the first survey, 

collecting samples, and taking a

much needed break with a visitor

(my dogs joined us for a day).

Richelle M. Allen-King, Associate Professor



The Summer 2004 Advanced Field Methods course was designed to bring together
students from Buffalo and Mexican institutions for a couple of weeks of sharing
of differing insights into cultures, as well as the workings of volcanoes and societal
responses to volcanic hazards.

Seventeen graduate students, eight from the University at Buffalo Geology 
department, eight from the National Autonomous University of Mexico, and one
from the Autonomous University of San Luis Potosi, Mexico, took part in the
Advanced Field Methods course to the American Southwest from 25 June to 9
July 2004.  Buffalo students reported on their findings during the course at a 
special all-day seminar in January 2005.

Participating faculty included Marcus Bursik, Professor and Jose Luis Macias
(Ph.D., 1994, now on the faculty at the National Autonomous University).

The trip focused on the theme of intraplate volcanism, and started in Yosemite
Park, California, with an investigation of Sierran magmatism and magma chambers.
At Long Valley caldera and the Mono-Inyo Craters, California, students concentrated
on the tectonic setting for intraplate volcanism, formation of the caldera and
eruption of the Bishop Tuff, and the young rhyolitic volcanism of the Mono-Inyo
Craters, including dome formation and explosive behavior.  

From Long Valley, the course moved quickly through Death Valley and a deeper
look at the spectacular tectonics of the western Cordillera.  

Two days of driving ended on the North Rim of the Grand Canyon, and the 
infrequently visited Uinkaret volcanic field at Toroweap.  For many, this was the
highlight of the trip, despite high temperatures. Mapping around Vulcan's
Throne—with its lava flows spilling down to the inner gorge, together with 
beautiful vistas and excellent exposure of cross sections through normal faults 
and scoria cones, brought the intimate association of volcanism with bedrock
structures to life.

Wrapping around the North Rim, the course concluded at the San Francisco 
volcanic field, surrounding Flagstaff, Arizona.  Here students were treated to 
studies of the well-known surge deposits of Sugarloaf Mountain, and to an inti-
mate look at the volcanism of Sunset Crater, given by guest faculty Michael Ort,
of Northern Arizona University.

The course concluded with a final-night “fiesta” and many heartfelt ``adios'”
among the Mexican and American students. 

For more pictures, see http://www.volcano.buffalo.edu:8980/spl/photos

Gly 478/578: Advanced Field Methods
Intraplate Volcanism:Setting and Hazards

Marcus I. Bursik, Professor
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Hello from me!  Wait…who’s me?  My name is Jason Briner, and for the moment,
I’m the newest member of the Department.  I arrived last January (’05) from the
University of Colorado, where I had finished my PhD and was working on a 
post-doc appointment.  

You might think that Colorado has winters as harsh and snowy as Buffalo’s…they don’t.
But, thankfully I’m a fan of winter, and I had a great first semester here (which
included some nice trips to the local hills with long boards strapped to my toes).  My
specialty is glacial geology and paleoclimatology, with an emphasis of both in arctic
environments.  Teaching Glacial Geology to an undergrad/grad combo class in spring
’05 allowed me to learn the local ice sheet history of New York.  Very exciting!  

I have several research projects just starting.  One utilizes lake sediments to study the
last 2000 years of climate change in the eastern Canadian Arctic.  I collected samples
in May ’05 (where it was snowier than Buffalo in January!), and have a new graduate
student (Jason Szymanski) starting on the project in the fall.  While there, Greg
Baker came up and we collected ground-penetrating radar data from a lake containing
a rich sediment package that includes several interglacial sediment layers.  The GPR
data will help guide future coring efforts so we can obtain records of past arctic
warm times.  Another project investigates the Holocene history and current demise 
of a series of ice caps, also in the eastern Canadian Arctic.  I will be traveling up
north again in July and August ’05 to study the disappearing ice masses.  Both of
these projects are geared toward providing a context for global warming in the
Arctic, which is and expected to continue to be more pronounced than the rest of
the globe.  A third project will bring a new student (Steve Warren) and myself to
Alaska, where we will collect rock samples from Pleistocene moraines for cosmogenic
exposure dating.  We will be processing the samples in the department’s new 
cosmogenic nuclide lab.  

In addition to these projects, I hope to become part of the regional community of
excellent Quaternary researchers who work in New York.  I’ve started by looking at
the shape of drumlins (how could one resist!) and its relationship with past ice flow,
and I have a new student (Dale Hess) who will investigate ice sheet erosional 
patterns in the state.

Anyway, I’m looking forward to an excellent year.  The cosmogenic nuclide and lake
sediment labs will be busy, with three new graduate students and two full-time 
technicians.  After being apart from my wife (Yarrow Axford) for a semester, I’m
glad to say that she’s now here in Buffalo, and even in the department, as a visiting
PhD student. It is great to be here!  Life is good.

Dr. Briner’s First Semester
at UB Geology A SUCCESS!

Jason P. Briner, Assistant Professor



Dr. Gregg’s Fascination With Volcanoes Takes 
Her & Students out of This World!

My fascination with volcanoes in general, and lava flows in particular,
continues to take me around the world and to the outer reaches of the
Solar System.  This past year, for example, I’ve taken students out to the
Snake River Plains in Idaho to study volcanic terranes that we think are
analogous to similar-looking volcanic fields on Mars; I’ve used the basic
principles of relative dating to determine that the global stratigraphic 
history currently in use for Mars is, unfortunately, quite wrong; I’ve 
modeled active volcanoes on Io (Jupiter’s innermost moon) and concluded
that Io may be revealing what Earth looked like before the onset of
organized plate tectonics; and I’ve worked at trying to understand how
eruptions at Earth’s mid-ocean ridges are similar to, and different from,
those occurring elsewhere in the Solar System.

I have a large group of graduate students (6 grad students), and 
everyone’s doing something interesting and provocative.  Ph.D. candidate
W.B. Garry submitted his first paper this year on submarine lava channel 
formation; candidate A.M. Semple was offered a sabbatical replacement
position for the upcoming academic year at Black Hills State University in
Spearfish, SD.  We’ll miss her but know that the teaching experience will
be an enriching one for her.  Master’s student M.A. Farley is almost
ready to submit a completed geologic map of Western Hesperia Planum,
Mars, for publication by the USGS.  Master’s students J. Lougen and 
S. Black were selected to participate in a NASA-sponsored planetary 
volcanology workshop this August, held on the Big Island of Hawaii; and
candidate J. Somerville is carefully examining a portion of Mars that’s
never been looked at in detail before, to determine whether the landforms
were shaped primarily by impact cratering or volcanic explosions.

Volcanic Worlds, published by Praxis/Springer Press, is a book that I 
co-edited with Rosaly Lopes (Jet Propulsion Laboratory); it was published
in October.  We’re very proud of this book:  each chapter describes the
volcanic processes on a different Solar System body, and presumes that
the reader has no geologic background.  Most exciting is that each 
chapter is written by an acknowledged expert in the field, and each 
chapter author is a woman.  Astronaut Sally Ride even agreed to write
the forward!  We hope that this book will inspire many young women to
pursue science as a career:  both because women continue to be 
underrepresented in geology, and because being a geologist is the most
thrilling and rewarding job on Earth (or any other planet)!

“...being a
geologist is

the most
thrilling and

rewarding
job on Earth

(or any 
other planet)!

“
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Tracy K.P. Gregg, Associate Professor
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Trailing behind the mules,
we dragged along the
boulder strewn creek bed.
Our next camp site was yet
another sand bar. It was
wonderfully soft.  We
seemed to be walking back
in time as well as into the
cloud forests of the Amazon
River headwaters.  This was
the same route that the
Nordenskiold Expedition (a
wandering band of Swedish

ethnographers from the Naturhistoriska Riksmuseet in
Stockholm) had trod in 1905 – no doubt also trailing their
mules and guided by the local descendents of the Incas.
What brought my colleague Edsel Brussa (Argentine
National University at Santa Rosa) and I to this still remote
valley was a search for the source of the graptolite collections
that the Swedes carried home from what is now NW Boliva
and SE Peru.  Why ethnographers collected graptolites we
can only guess, but our interest in these Middle Ordovician
fossils is the unique record they provide of the history of
ancient Gondwana.  These fossils are virtually the only known
record of the Middle Ordovician graptolite fauna from this
vast part of the world. 

They offer an opportunity to test theories of Ordovician bio-
geography as well as models of graptolite evolution.  Indeed,
it is this latter issue, and an NSF grant to study the matter,
that paid our way.  Dan Goldman (U of Dayton) and Jörg
Maletz (UB) are also collaborators in this work.  Our goal is
to determine whether the observed history of directional
change was a product of progress (sustained improvement in
organic design and evolutionary fitness of individual graptolite
colonies) or some other process such as species selection
based on differences in species fitness.

I also am having lots of fun working on the mass extinction
at the end of the Ordovician – a brief interval (less than one
million years in duration) when graptolites (and nearly 

everything else) nearly became extinct.   This is a large, NSF
funded collaboration with several other graptoliters (Mike
Melchin, St. Francis Xavier Univ., Stan Finney, Cal State Long
Beach) and a couple odd geochemists.  (Aren’t they all? Chris
Holmden, Univ. of Saskatchewan – sorry Chris!)  

And of course I am still trying to understand the history of
the Taconic Foreland, especially in the Mohawk Valley region.
Partly this is work Bob Jacobi and I have been steadily laboring
over for some time, but working with Scott Samson
(Syracuse Univ.), Pete Sadler (UC Riverside), and Steve
Leslie (U. of Arkansas-Little Rock), I recently have gotten yet
more money to date, fingerprint, and correlate the ash beds
there with new work on conodont and graptolite biostratig-
raphy.  
So, all in all, more work than is really sensible, but still much
less than we want to do!  

This past semester I was on sabbatical and spent a very nice
time snorkeling and site-seeing with my wife in Fiji and New
Zealand during part of the late spring.  Of course I did some
research work there too!  Our girls are all graduated from
college and starting their careers in the work world.  What a
great life. 

Speaking of great lives, the paleo grad student group seems
happy and prosperous as well.  Among them (to mention but
a few), Mile Cone finished up about a year ago (despite my
best efforts to give him a hard time) and is now learning den-
tistry at Tufts Univ.   Dan Goldman will come up for tenure
next year at the University of Dayton.  Mike Joy is cutting a
swath through the oil and gas leasing business from his posi-
tion as a lawyer with a local firm.  Others are doing things
that you will find mentioned elsewhere in this EPOCH or on
our soon-to-be-released, ALL NEW department web site.
Check it out this fall!

www.geology.buffalo.edu

Chuck Mitchell, Professor & Chair 

Mules&Macroevolution:
Adventures in Paleontology
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My research interests are varied, but most are focused on understanding faults and
their effects. Under the umbrella of iTAS (Integrated tectonics and stratigraphy) I,
John Fountain, Chuck Mitchell, Gerry Smith, my students and industry associates
fuse a wide array of data sets in order to determine the presence and history of
faults. We are working generally in cratonic settings that were thought to be struc-
turally simple, such as the Appalachian Basin. We integrate the outcrop structure,
sedimentology and stratigraphy with soil gas, aeromagnetics, gravity, seismic reflection
profiles, well logs, and remote sensing (e.g., Landsat, ASTER, DEMs). A large part
of this summer will be spent mapping fractures and the sedimentology/stratigraphy
in the Appalachian Basin of NYS, attempting to stay “above water” for the 11
ongoing grants from DOE, NYSERDA, Statemap and Industrial Associates.

The results of our research reveal a new tectonic paradigm that incorporates 
show that fault systems have been reactivated through most of the basin history, and
that episodic reactivation of Iapetan-opening faults dramatically influenced the sed-
imentation and mineralization patterns in Paleozoic times. 

This summer my students and I will be working on several continuing field projects. 

Paul Agle and I will be working in the Mohawk valley, mapping faults that were
active during the Taconic Orogeny when the Laurentian plate collided with an arc.
We also plan to work on a horizontal core that will be retrieved from the
Trenton/Black River in central NYS. This will be the first public domain core from
the hottest gas field in the US today (the largest gas well drilled on land last year
was in this region).

Josh Stroup and I are working in the Skaneateles Lake area—a very beautiful
place. We too are mapping faults, but these are reactivated faults that affect the
Devonian section. Kelly McGuire and I will be working in the Norwich area on
reactivated faults as well. Paul Agle, Nick Terech, Cheri Cruz, and Courtney
Lugert all presented well-received papers at the NEGSA. We are all proud of Nick
Terech, who won second prize for his poster at the AAPG national student expo. 

Postdoc Gerry Smith and I will also be working in the Ellicottville region—not bad;
we will have to stay at the Ellicottville resort.  Chaudry Ahmed is working on a
project characterizing a sand body in eastern NYS.

In addition to my research activities, I survived as Interim Chair for the Spring 2005
semester (Chuck Mitchell was on sabbatical), during which time Greg Baker elected
to take a position elsewhere closer to family, but we gained the ability to hire three
new faculty.

Jacobi Students Busy With Field Projects
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Dr. Jacobi conducting on-going fracture
research at White Creek, Allegany
County NY.

Gerald Smith examining an outcrop of
the Olean Conglomerate, Moore Ridge,
Cattaraugus County NY.

Dolgeville Fault in the Mohawk Valley.
At the left (West) the falls are cascading
over gently-dipping Upper Ordovician
black shales. These beds upwarp into
steeply-dipping beds at the right near
the Dolgeville Fault (which is off the
photo).

Robert D. Jacobi, Professor
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Earlier this Spring, Jason P. Briner and a group of geology students
trekked across northern Batavia to delve into glacial deposits.
Wait a minute - glacial deposits?

Yes, Western New York and all of Canada once hunkered down beneath
hundreds of feet of ice sheet, says UB's newest glacial geologist. He says
that makes the university's environs a perfect outdoor laboratory for him.
So is the Arctic. Fresh from the University of Colorado at Boulder, where
he was conducting postdoctoral research, Briner led a National Science
Foundation (NSF)-funded field investigation in the Arctic to launch a
three-year study of the vanishing plateau ice caps of north-central Baffin
Island in Canada.  "The Arctic is warming faster than the rest of the planet
right now," notes Briner, an assistant professor in the Department of
Geology, College of Arts and Sciences. "The globe has warmed seven-
tenths of a degree in the last century, whereas the Arctic has warmed a
couple of degrees."

Briner's work actually encompasses not just one, but three new, separately
funded grants, all of which were awarded a month after he arrived at UB
in January. In addition to the vanishing ice caps, he will be studying land-
scape evolution in the fjorded margin of the northeastern Laurentide Ice
Sheet and conducting a study of the last 2,000 years of climate variability
from Arctic lakes.  He's also done fieldwork in AK, WA, CO as well as East
Africa and Iceland.

As a glacial geologist, Briner seeks to unravel clues from among other
things, isotopes in the Earth's crust. Earth is bombarded by cosmic rays
that only penetrate the upper 10 feet of its surface. Glaciers erode these
isotopes. By studying different degrees of erosion, scientists like Briner can
reconstruct the timing of glacial events and also reconstruct the behavior
of glacial events and ice sheets.  "This gives us insight into Earth's climate
system," Briner says.  "We are striving to understand how our ice sheets
are going to behave in the near future with global warming, using climate
variability as a context."

Full text of this article is available at:
www.buffalo.edu/reporter/vol36/vol36n30/articles/Briner.html

WNY Perfect Lab for Glacial Geologist
Irene Liguori, Abbreviated by UB Geology

RESEARCH NEWS | THE EPOCH | No. 33
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Buffalo Geosciences Program
Gregory S. Baker, Director Buffalo Geosciences Program, Associate Professor

In the Spring of 2000, the National Science
Foundation began support of an initiative at
Buffalo to enhance diversity in the geosciences.
This project was started by Dr. John Fountain
(who then left UB to take a position elsewhere),
and was taken over shortly thereafter by Dr.
Greg Baker who has served as Director of the
program  since 2001.

The objective of our BGP program is promoting
diversity in the geosciences by providing unique
opportunities to underrepresented minority student
populations.  Although space is limited here to
describe all the details, there is a wealth of
information at www.bgp.buffalo.edu for you to
pick through, and a breakdown of our various
components is shown on the figure below.

Currently, there are 21 minority students involved
in various aspects of the program, including BGP-
supported appointments as research field assistants,
paid associates at the Penn Dixie site via the
Hamburg Natural History Society, and organizers
of educational lectures at the Buffalo Museum 
of Science.
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Blast zones on Mount St. Helen's, geysers on Saturn's Titan, hot lava, dust devils,
fire fountains, icy moons. The unabashedly dramatic nature of volcanoes that 
permeates the pages and pictures of "Volcanic Worlds: Exploring the Solar
System's Volcanoes" (Springer-Praxis, 2004), edited by Rosaly M.C. Lopes and
Tracy K.P. Gregg, is matched by the equally passionate voices of the 11 women
who contributed to the book. 

Written to introduce high school and college students -- as well as anyone 
without a serious science background -- to the awe-inspiring science of 
volcanology, the book was not originally conceived as written only by female
authors. "Rosaly and I were discussing which scientists we could get to cover
each different aspect of volcanology, when all of a sudden we realized that each
scientist we had mentioned is a woman," recalls Tracy K.P. Gregg, Associate
Professor of geology in the University at Buffalo's College of Arts and Sciences.
That fact underlines just how remarkable the current era is for women in science,
she added. 

Woven among the 10 essays describing in simple and colorful terms geologic
phenomena such as plate tectonics, pillow basalts and geysers, are the scientists'
personal memories and observations. Several chapters include poems written by
native peoples throughout history who have witnessed eruptions. 

In the chapter, "Submarine Volcanoes: The Hidden Face of the Earth," Gregg
describes how her interest in volcanoes on Venus and Mars led her to mid-ocean
ridges on the bottom of the Pacific Ocean. Most of Earth's volcanoes, she notes,
are located on ocean floors.   Lava lakes on the surface of other planets, she says,
may function the way these ridges do on Earth, spilling huge amounts of lava,
generating new crust. 

To study Earth's mid-ocean ridges, Gregg has made several dives two miles below
the surface in the battery-powered submersible "Alvin," where for periods as
long as eight hours, she shared a cabin just eight feet in diameter with the pilot
and another scientist. The team trolled the ocean's bottom with high-resolution
video cameras to collect data about geologic features that allowed volcanologists
to make the first-ever computer simulations of eruptions under the sea.   Gregg
writes that these mid-ocean ridges "will continue to enlighten us about the inner
workings of our own planet and those of other planets, as well." 

The University at Buffalo is a premier research-intensive public university, the
largest and most comprehensive campus in the State University of New York. 

Full text of this Reporter article can be found at:
www.buffalo.edu/reporter/vol36/vol36n12/articles/volcanoes.html

In “Volcanic Worlds” Female Volcanologists
Exude Passion for Their Science & Hope It’s Infectious
Ellen Goldbaum, Abbreviated by UB Geology
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AlumniNOTES

A sincere thank you to everyone who

submitted information to the Alumni

Notes section of The EPOCH.  The

response was better than predicted and

as such, we had to excerpt information

so that we could fit everyone’s 

information into this publication.  

We’d like to thank everyone for their

information and encourage you to visit

the department’s Web site at:

www.geology.buffalo.edu, where an

on-line Alumni News section will soon

be found.  We encourage you to visit

often and communicate with your class-

mates, friends and old professors.

Alumni are listed in alphabetical order,

by the date of their highest UB 

Geology degree.

2000’s

Anderson, Geoffrey, David, BA ’01:  Lieutenant Junior Grade (LTJG) in the United
States Navy, flying MH605 helicopters, based in Guam.  Earned “Wings of Gold” in
May 2004, and holds a commercial pilots license for jets and helicopters.  As a
Geologist, Geoffrey has been privileged to fly over active volcanoes and perform rescue
missions in Sumatra, East Timer and New Guinea, with stops in Australia, Japan,
Hong Kong, and Singapore. 

Bergslien, Elisa, Ph.D. ’02:  Employed with the Department of Earth Sciences and
Science Education at Buffalo State College, Elisa just received her first research grant
from the National Science Foundation.  While at Buffalo State, Elisa has taught a
forensic geology course and has received a recognition award from the Buffalo State
Research Foundation.  Elisa has a son who is two.  

Carey, Adam, BS ’03:  Adam is pursuing an MS from Syracuse University.  In 2005,
Adam began chemo-stratigraphic research on Ordovician bentonites from (primarily)
the eastern United States.  His goal is to show that bentonites, a product of degraded
Ordovician volcanic ash deposits, are correlative through the ancient Appalachian fore-
land basin.  

Childs, (nee:  Scuderi), Fernanda, MA ’05, BA ’03:  Employed as an Asbestos Analyst
with Paradigm Environmental Services, Inc. (www.paradigmenv.com).  Fernanda was
married two years ago and earned a Microscopical Identification of Asbestos from
McCrone Research Institute in Chicago.   

Cummings, Michael, MA ’01:  Employed as a Project Hydrogeologist with Geomatrix
Consultants.  Michael was married this past May.  

Davidson, Chris, BS ’02:  Employed as a Field Technician with Day Environmental,
Inc., Chris is currently pursuing his Master’s degree in Earth Sciences Education at the
University at Rochester.  

Deyo, (nee:  McGuire), Melissa, BS ’02:  Melissa was recently married.  

Duszkiewicz, Michael, BA’03:  Employed as a Science Teacher with Southwestern
School District (NY), Michael earned an MS in Education.  

Ferguson, Thomas, BA ’01:  Employed as a Chemistry Teacher for Madison County
Schools (NC), Thomas earned his MAT in Biology.
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Floyd, Julie, MA ’00:  Julie joined the Virginia division of Mineral
Resources in February 2004.  She began working on the statemap
grant project which involved mapping surficial deposits and bedrock
in the central Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.  In November 2004,
Julie moved to the Economic Geology Section and is working on a
Federal Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA) project that
involves placing coal mine maps from the Appalachian Plateau region
in southwest Virginia in a GIS framework.  Julie and her 
husband, John, live on a farm and have one daughter.

Guidetti, (nee:  Tober), Beth, MA ’02:  Beth is currently employed
as a Geologist with URS Corporation (NY).

Hart, Edward, MA ’02:  Employed as a GIS Specialist with Syracuse
Onondaga County Planning Agency (NY).  

Hubbard, Bernard, Ph.D. ’01, MA ‘98:  Bernard is employed as a
Research Geologist with the US Geological Survey (VA).  

Islam, Fariha, BA ’00:  Employed as a Geologist with EEA, Inc,
Fariha has been accepted to the University of Massachusetts Amherst
for Planetary Geology with Professor George McGill.  

Kowalski, Paul, BA ’03:  An Earth Science and General Teacher for
Clarence Middle School, Paul attended UB’s T.E.I. Teacher
Certification program through the Graduate School of Education
(GSE) and earned a graduate certificate in Adolescence Education
(2004).  He is now attending UB’s GSE, working towards his Ed.M.

Lipkaman, Leslie, MS ’03: Employed as an Operational Scientist with
Malin Space Science Systems (MSSS) in California.  Currently Leslie
is working on Mars Global Surveyor, operating the Mars Orbiter
Camera.  She also worked on the Mars Exploration Rover project,
monitoring the safe landing and relay of data for both rovers.  Her
team is also eagerly anticipating the launch of Mars Reconnaissance
Orbiter in August of this year. The entire company is being flown to
Cape Canaveral to watch the launch.  Enjoying her new life in
California, Leslie is exploring the wide range of terrain located in her
community, including the mountains, desert, and beaches.  

Stokes, Philip J., BS ’04:  Employed as a Research Assistant with the
University at Buffalo Research Foundation, Philip is working on his
Master’s research this summer, which involves using ground-penetrating

radar to look for buried fossil remains in the Pleistocene Basin in
Western New York.  

Zakrzewski, Kathleen, BA ’04:  Kathleen is currently pursing an
MA in Biology at Buffalo State College.  

Zybala, Jonathan, BS ’02:  Jonathan also earned a BA in Media 
Studies (’02).  After receiving his MS in Geology from Nevada,
Jonathan took a job with Exxon-Mobil as a Geologist. 

11999900ss

Barclay, David, Ph.D. ’98:  Promoted to Associate Professor with the
Geology Department at SUNY Cortland.  David teaches
Geomorphology, Meteorology, and a variety of introductory and grad-
uate courses.  His research on climate changes and glacier histories in
southern Alaska is ongoing in collaboration with Parker Calkin, Greg
Wiles and others.  He and his wife, Julie, have two children.

Barclay, (nee:  Gloss), Julie, MA ’97:  Employed with the Geology
Department at SUNY Cortland, Julie teaches an Earth Science
course for non-majors, including all associated lab sections.  Julie is
getting back into running.  She and her husband, David, have two
children.

Barkevich, Joseph, BA ’97:  Joseph is employed as an Airport
Planner with WK Dickson and Co, Inc., where he manages develop-
ment projects on airports.  Projects include master plans, environ-
mental assessment studies, justification/feasibility studies, and bene-
fit-cost analysis for airside and landside development.  Joseph is cur-
rently working on obtaining a commercial pilots license.  

Bechtel, Randy, MA ’98, BA ’92:  Randy worked for several years at
different science museums and in public education where he devel-
oped and performed general science shows and led field trips.
Currently employed as a Geologist with the North Carolina
Geological Survey, he is married to Gretchen Miller, whom he met
while at UB in 1993.  

Bell, (nee:  Malz), Jennifer, BA ’92:  Working as an Earth Science
Teacher at Lexington High School for 10 years, Jennifer received her
Ed.M. from the University of Massachusetts, Boston (1995).
Jennifer has twin sons who are 2 years-old.   

AlumniNOTEScontinued



Binazeski, (nee:  Krause), Kristin, BA ’98:  Employed as a Earth
Science Teacher in the Clark County School District for five years.
Kristin, her husband, Mark, and their 8-month-old son are moving
to Arizona at the end of summer.  Kristin has fond memories of
Field Camp ’96, considering it one of the most important learning
events in her life.  Kristin also has a degree in secondary education
(Science).

Blauvelt, David, MA ’98:  Dave is currently employed at TAIC as a
GIS Analyst.

Brennan, James, MA ’95, BA ’93:  For the past eight years, James
has been working in the West Irondequoit School District, where he
currently is the Math Curriculum Supervisor and teaching AP
Physics.  He and his wife, Sharon, have a one-year-old daughter.

Brennan, (nee:  Korff ), Sharon, BA ’93:  Sharon earned an Ed.M.
in Science Education from the University at Buffalo (’97) and
taught Earth Science at York Central School for seven years.
Presently, a stay-at-home mother, Sharon and her husband, James,
have a one-year-old daughter.  

Brenner, (nee:  Darter), Sandi, MA ’90:  Employed as a part-time
instructor with Bryant University’s Department of Science and
Technology, Sandi is teaching Geology and Oceanography.  She and
her husband, Jeremy, have two children, both of whom are boys.

Call, Robert, BA ’95:  Since graduation, Robert has been working
for Eastman Kodak (NY).  He spends most of his free time camp-
ing, kayaking and remodeling/maintaining his new home. 

DeLozier, (nee:  Maniak), Martha, BA ’96:  Employed with URS
(NY) for five years, Martha’s duties include field investigations and
report writing.  Martha and her husband have a two-year-old daughter.
In their spare time, Martha and her family enjoy snowboarding, skiing,
snowshoeing, hiking, backpacking, and fossil hunting.  Martha is on
the board for the Hamburg Natural Historical Society.    

Eisenberger, (nee:  Jacobi), Paula, BA ’99:  Founder of MOMS, a
Wheatfield (NY) club for stay-at-home mothers, and running a
small business, Custom Comfort, Paula recently gave birth to her
second child.  

Evans, Randy, MA ’98, BA ’92:  Employed as an Earth Science
Teacher with East Aurora Schools, Randy has earned a BA in
German.  

Frederick, William, MA ’91:  Bill is employed as a Geologist with
the US Army Corps of Engineers.  He and his wife of 13 years,
Mair, have three children.  Their oldest, just won two trophies in
her school science fair for an Earth Science experiment (go figure),
while the other two are in kindergarten and preschool and prefer to
dig beach sand.  Bill sends a “hello” to his fellow classmates, including
Andy K., Mike B, and Zorba.

Gwitt, (nee:  Burgio), Paula, BA ’98:  Paula is currently employed
at Paychex, Inc.

Hasiotis, Stephen T., MA ’91, BA ’85:  Stephen earned his Ph.D.
from the University of Colorado (’97) while working at the USGS
in Denver.  Currently with The University of Kansas’ Department of
Geology, Stephen was recently promoted to Associate Professor.
Married with two daughters, Stephen has fond memories of his time
at the University at Buffalo’s Ridge Lea Campus (RLC).  According
to him, the RLC had all the great necessities of location, parking,
and proximity to the Scotch N’ Sirloin!

Jackson, David, BA ’99:  David is currently employed as an
Account Executive with Northrop Grumman.  

Johnson, Stephen, BA ’95:  Self-employed as the owner of Stephen
Johnson Design (www.stephenjohnsondesign.com) where he special-
izes in designing and building custom furniture and cabinetry.
While Stephen decided to pursue a career in woodworking, he still
has a love for geology.  Every hike he takes turns into an impromptu
field course for everyone in the group.  He and his wife Kathi (a UB
Psychology graduate) have just had their first child.  

King, Geoffrey, MA ’96:  Employed as a ProjectManager/ Geologist
with The Payne Firm, Inc., Geoff has been doing environmental
consulting in Cincinnati for nearly seven years.  Specifically, he has
been doing mostly Phase I, Phase II and soil and groundwater sam-
pling and cleanups. 

Klaus, Keith, BA ’94:  Within the past year, Keith accepted a posi-
tion as Environmental Compliance Representative with Brookhaven
National Laboratory (BNL).  His responsibilities within this position

AlumniNOTEScontinued

continued on page 20

ALUMNI NEWS  | Alumni Notes | THE EPOCH | No. 33



THE EPOCH 18

ALUMNI NEWS  | Feature Story | THE EPOCH |  No. 33

The first woman graduate of the University at Buffalo’s Department of Geology, Miss Dorothea Catherine Duttweiler (BA ’37,
Ed.M. ’46), died June 18, 2004.  Known to many as “Dottie” or “Ducky,” Dorothea had a zeal for life that will live on through
the legacy she has created.  Conservationist, naturalist, educator, philanthropist, and friend, this article is a tribute to a woman
who endured hardship (mostly created through sexism); yet, in the face of adversity, decided not to give up, and moreover,
decided to give something back.  Throughout the last decade, Dottie’s philanthropy to the Department of Geology has helped
nearly 30 female students attend field camp, furthering their education in the geosciences.

Dorothea got the nick-name “Ducky” from a combination of her love of ducks and her former students who often 
miss-pronounced her name as Miss Duckwater.

Dorothea’s Early Years
Dorothea was born on August 9, 1916, in Buffalo (NY) to a railroad technician and homemaker, Phillip and Henrietta
Duttweiler.  Even as a young girl, Dottie’s free-spirited, charismatic personality graced those she met.  Wanting to become a
teacher from a very young age, Dorothea often gathered the neighborhood children, playing the role of “teacher.” Dorothea
attended Buffalo Public School #11 and then went on to Bennett High School, where she graduated at 17 years old.

In an attempt to save money, Dottie’s mother purchased the family’s grave stones and had the dates pre-printed.  Dottie’s had a deceased 
year of 19__ inscribed; her mother never thinking her daughter would live past the 1900s.  In 2000, Dottie joked about the fact that 
she’d have to have it changed.  She and her good friend, Marilyn Fiegel used to laugh saying they could put 1999+!

Dorothea’s Time at UB
In 1933, Dorothea came to the University at Buffalo and took her first geology class with Dr. Reginald Pegrum*.  Once describing
herself as a “rather shy young lady who had not lived too much up to this point” Dorothea developed an immediate love for the
geosciences.  The only women registered in the department up until the fall of 1935, when she was joined by fellow classmate,
Esther (Klas) Bryce, Dorothea talked about the time spent under the tutelage of Dr. Pegrum fondly, crediting him with her
broad background in sciences; a background which allowed her to eventually obtain her New York State Teaching Certificate.  

Some of Dorothea’s greatest memories of her time spent at UB were during her field trips.  Although outings were limited at that
time, they gave her the opportunity to work in the field.  Trips typically consisted of 18 Mile Creek and Zoar Valley, the gorge of
the Niagara River, below the falls, walking the old trolley tracks along the Niagara River down from the pool area on, trips to
Letchworth, climbing the falls and working your way along the Genesee River looking for fossils in the various sediment layers.   

Dorothea’s Struggles
In 1937, when Dottie graduated magna cum laude in Geology, she was eager to do something with her degree.  She applied to
various oil and gas companies and other organizations in an attempt to secure a job in the field.  However, soon after she began
applying, the responses started coming in, all with the same answer -  employers were not equipped for women and their field
work would not permit a woman.  When it was apparent Dottie would not get a job in the field, she applied to the University
of Syracuse’s School of Forestry in hopes of earning her Master’s degree.  She thought that if she were accepted to the school,
she’d be able to do related work.  Dottie received what she called “a very lovely letter from the Dean” which explained that
while her credentials far exceeded the majority of the people applying for graduate work at Syracuse and the School of Forestry,
they did not accept women students at that time.  Having the foresight to expect such responses, Dottie had made sure she met
the New York State requirements for certification in teaching sciences in public schools.  However, her struggle to find employment
continued in the field of education; many of the schools wanted a man in the Science department.  Dottie finally received a job
offer from Amherst Central and began teaching Science for a $1,200 (per year) salary.  An educator at heart, Dottie loved her
job and her students.  

In Memoriam: The Legacy of 
Dorthea C. Duttweiler

Heather A. Kornacki

*Dr. Pegrum was the first geology professor with the department, hired in 1927.
He was the only professor in the department until 1939.  He developed and
taught all the geology courses and began building a collection of specimens 
and maps.  
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Clockwise from top-left:  
Pegrum Days picnic 1997. Left to Right: Pamela Cardosa, Marilyn Fiegel, Dorothea Duttweiler, Sitting: K. Cardosa
1996 UB Reunion, Left to Right: Michael Sheridan, Dorothea Duttweiler and Irving Tesmer
Cazenovia Creek, which runs through the Duttweiler Property
Pileated Perch, Dottie’s Cabin
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Dorothea’s Career Years
Dorothea went on to receive her master’s degree in education from UB
in 1946, at which time Samuel Capen, former UB chancellor, appointed
her as an assistant professor in the College of Arts and Sciences and the
School of Education.  During her tenure at UB, Dottie taught graduate
students science teaching methods and guidance counseling, serving as a
liaison between Arts and Sciences and Education.  She also assisted in
coordinating the influx of veterans attending UB on the GI Bill of
Rights.  In 1951, she left UB to be Curriculum Coordinator of
Secondary Education at Cleveland Hill High School (NY).  After leaving
Cleveland Hill, Dottie retired to her home in Holland (NY), The
“Pileated Perch.” 

Dottie’s cabin received its name “Pileated Perch” from a naming 
contest she created with her friends.  The winner would receive a 
weekend at the cabin.  The best name turned out to be “Pileated 
Perch,” the name Dottie had picked.  So, she chose herself as the 
winner of the contest.

Named after the woodpecker, the southern-tier retreat built by Dottie
and her father has nearly 10 acres of wooded land which has been left
wild for much of the past century.  The property, which runs along
Cazenovia Creek has many rare species of birds and other wildlife,
which have been observed over the years.  In 1941, Dottie established
this property as a nature preserve and it has been protected ever since.  

Dorothea’s Legacy
Never receiving financial assistance herself, in 1994, Dottie began to
donate funds to support female geology students at UB, helping them
pay for field camp.  Because of Dottie’s love for field work, she knew
that through her gift, she was giving these women an experience that
they would never forget.  To date, Dottie’s donations have helped nearly
30 female students to attend field camp. In 2000, Dottie created an
endowed scholarship fund that will eventually receive funds from her
estate to continue her support of women in the field. 

“Honestly, it was one of the best times of my entire life.  I was able to see 
the mountains, the desert, inactive volcanoes and so much more for the 
first time.  Also, I finally got to apply the information that I’ve been 
learning in classrooms for years to the field.”  Julie Strain, Field Camp 
Scholarship Recipient ’96 in her thank you letter to Dottie.

Each year, recipients of the Dorothea Duttweiler award wrote Dottie
thank-you letters, telling her how important the field camp experience
had been for them.  Dottie loved getting the letters and learning how the
experience seemed to transform each of the recipients, giving them a
deeper appreciation for geology and greater faith in their own abilities to
perform the work.  

“While I was in that mud I didn’t feel very joyous, it was afterward, 
when my map was colored and my cross-section turned in, that I felt it, a 
joyous sense of accomplishment.  I guess the most important thing I 
learned this summer was that I have inside of me the tools and the 
knowledge to process observations.“ Patricia M. Kliese, Field Camp 
Scholarship Recipient ’98 in her thank you letter to Dottie.  

In the late 1990s, as an addendum to her annual scholarship gift, Dottie
donated her cabin, The Pileated Perch, to the Department of Geology
for use as a field station by students and faculty.  The rocks exposed on
the property contain fossils and exhibit geologic structures that will be
instructive for all geology students.  The outcrops along the creek are
particularly  interesting with clear sedimentary textures and joints.
Today, The Pileated Perch serves as a home base for hands-on field
training in geophysics, structural geology and hydrology.  It hosts an
instrument station (water well, weather monitoring equipment and
eventually a stream gauge) that will be used to collect hydrological data
for our classes.    

September 29, 1999, Dottie attended a speech by former US president, 
George H. W. Bush in the University’s Alumni Arena.  During the pre-
speech reception, Dottie (a Barbara Bush look-alike) caught the former 
president off-guard, thinking his wife had joined him for the event.  Mr. 
Bush and Dottie shared a few laughs over his confusion and in good 
humor, he hugged and kissed her!  For the rest of the event, people who 
didn’t know Dottie thought she was really Barbara Bush!

Each time our faculty and students have the pleasure of going to the
cabin to work in the field, Dottie’s love for geology shines through. Not
only is the land a great geological site, but the cabin’s features have geo-
logical importance as well.  The inside fireplace is made of igneous rock
that was transported by glaciers.  These rocks were gathered by Dottie
and her father from local boulders over half century ago.  The outside
fireplace is made of Medina sandstone from the Niagara Gorge and was
hand-picked by Dottie and her father for this use.   Every detail of the
cabin and the land will become timeless by the legacy Dottie has created
in her gift to our department.  Dottie, we miss you and hope that we
can continue down the path that you’ve created for us.

In Texas, Dottie belonged to the Rockport Yacht club.  Every time she 
was there they would play “New York, New York.”  Dottie would get 
up and dance around the room, by herself, to the tune.  When she 
died, in her memory, they played “New York, New York” at the club.

Special thanks to Ms. Marilyn Fiegel, dear friend of Dottie’s, who
allowed Alison Lagowski to interview her in preparation for this article.   

If you’d like to contribute to the Dorothea C. Duttweiler Fund, please
contact the department at 716-645-6800 ext. 6100.



include working with scientific departments and individual researchers
to ensure compliance with all applicable laws.  Prior to this position,
Keith worked as a Hydrogeologist at BNL for five years on the
statewide groundwater monitoring and restoration project.  He earned
is MS degree in Hydrogeology from SUNY Stony Brook (’97) and is
now pursuing his MBA from Stony Brook.

Klimek, Andrew, MA ’90, BA ’88:  Employed as an Environmental
Department Manager with Watts Engineers.

Lagowski, Alison, MA ’96, BA ’92: I have continued to work full-
time for UB Geology as the Assistant to the Chair, and still love my
job!  I’ve been happily married to Jamie Francisco for 11 years and we
recently have faced a few challenges.  Our happy challenge came in
2002, with the birth of our identical twin boys, Alexander & Marcus
(the joy of our lives!).  Our scary challenge came in November 2004,
when Jamie was diagnosed with a stage 1 lymphoma in his neck.  After
undergoing 3 months of chemotherapy and 1 month of radiation, the
cancer has disappeared.  Jamie will undergo CAT scans for the next five
years, and if all are clear, he will be deemed cured.

Markell, Melissa, MA ’98: Employed as an Environmental Scientist
with the US Army Corps of Engineers, working on formerly used
defense sites (FUDS) throughout Alaska.  Many of the sites are quite
remote, located in uninhabited areas and have cleanup technology limi-
tations related to harsh climate conditions.  While Melissa doesn’t do
much geology, she has become an expert in mobilizing for remote 
field assignments.  

Merletti, John, BA ’99: Employed as a Geologist with Advantage
Environmental (MD).  

Miller, Gretchen, BA ’95: Employed as a Geology Instructor at Wake
Technical Community College, Gretchen received her MA from
Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri (’97).  She teaches an
introductory level physical geology course (classroom and online) and
will be teaching environmental geology in the fall.  Gretchen and her
husband, Randy Bechtel, live in North Carolina with their two dogs. 

Montroy, Brian, BA ’98: Employed as a Project Geologist with
HDR/LMS.

Padginton, Clay, MA ’93: Clay is a board-certified Diagnostic
Radiologist and is completing a Fellowship in Interventional Radiology
at Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis.  In July, Clay
will be moving to South Texas where he has taken a permanent position.  

Pahucki, Brian, BA ’98: Employed as a Principle Engineering
Technician with the New York State Department of Transportation.
While some time has been spent dealing with subsurface exploration
and moisture content tests and stone and soil gradations, Brian is cur-
rently concentrating in the areas of concrete and asphalt, where he
monitors quality at production facilities.  Brian is married with two
children and a third child on the way.

Paul, Yvonne, BA ’99: Currently pursuing her MS in Environmental
and Resource Engineering at SUNY-ESF, Yvonne earned an MS in
Education from Brockport (’04) and her Secondary Science Education
(grades 7-12) degree, Earth Science and Biology.  

Perruccio, Dominic, BA ’94: After years of working in the environ-
mental industry, Dominic started his own company, Earth Research
Laboratories, LLC (www.earthresearch.us). The company provides con-
sulting services on petrography, construction and demolition debris and
on occasion provides environmental forensics investigations coupled
with expert testimony.  In addition, the company’s laboratory is
equipped with a phase contrast, a polarized light, and a transmission
electron microscope. 

Peters, (nee:  Paquette), Lisa, MA ’98, BA ’95:  Employed as a
Geologist with Environmental Resources Management, Lisa is currently
working towards a Master’s degree in Counseling Psychology at the
University of Houston.  She and her husband, Todd, have been on
some fun trips, including one to Alaska where they spent a week in the
Arctic Circle canoeing on the Noatak River.  

Peters, Todd, MA ’98, BA ’92:  Wow.  It hardly feels like we’ve been
in Houston almost 7 years now (and still adapting to the weather).
I’m still with the Exxon Mobil mother-ship and continue to find the
work rewarding and challenging.  However, it’s difficult to compare
with the incredible time I spent camping and drinking beer (I mean
mapping) in Western New York with Dr. Jacobi, Gerry, Dino and
the crew.  What a great foundation that was.  Hope all is well in
WNY and I look forward to catching up with former classmates 
and colleagues. 

Romans, Brian, BA ’97:  Brian finished his Master’s degree in
Geology at Colorado School of Mines (’03) and is currently working
towards a Ph.D. at Stanford University.  His research interests are in
sedimentary geology, specifically ancient and modern deep-water 
clastic systems.
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Sandner, (nee: Richards), Jennifer, BA ’99:  Employed as an
Engineer with Delphi Thermal Systems in Lockport, NY, Jennifer
earned her BS in Mechanical Engineering (’99) and her MS in
Mechanical Engineering (’02) from the University at Buffalo.
Jennifer is currently pursuing her MBA at the University 
at Rochester.    

Scheuing, David, MS ’90, BA ’85:  Working as a Senior Geologist
at Earth Tech, 

Smaic, Dejan, BA’90:  Recently married, Dejan is employed as a
Senior Hydrogeologist with Handex of Colorado.  Dejan misses Dr.
Mitchell’s lectures on punctuated evolution and graptolites and is
considering a graduate degree in Geology.  Dejan has fond memories
of field camp and “skitching” in the snow-packed parking lot of the
Ridge Lea Campus while studying for finals.     

Whitford, Brett, MA ’92:  Employed as an Environmental Service
Manager at AMEC Earth and Environmental for over two years.
Recent projects include mine facility design and permitting,
Brownfield redevelopment, water resources in arid and alpine envi-
ronments and power facility permitting.  Brett just finished a year as
the Chairman of the Association of Engineering Geologist, Great
Basin section.  

Wysor, Jim, BA ’95:  Employed by Geographics, Inc. of Manchester
(CT).  Jim received his MS in Geology from Bowling Green State
University (’97).  

Zhaohui, Li, Ph.D. ’94:  Promoted to Associate Professor at the
University of Wisconsin – Parkside, with earlier tenure granted in
‘02.  Li received the University Research award in 2001, and has
traveled to more than 30 national parks in the last 10 years.  

1980s

Abrahams-Dematte, Bill, BA ’87:  Employed as a Hazardous Waste
Environmental Hydrogeologist with M & E for four years, working
on CERCLA sites and Brownfields.  

Adams, Pamela, BA ’80: Employed as a Customer Experience
Architect with Hewlett Packard, Pamela earned an MFA in
Photography & Film from California College of Arts and an MS in
Industrial Engineering from the University at Buffalo. 

Anderson-Kopp, Gail, BA ’81:  Self employed as a licensed
Massage Therapist, Gail earned her MBA from Pennsylvania State
University.  Currently, Gail is a stay-at-home mother to her three-
year-old son.  

Andres, Gary E., BA ’82: Employed as a Senior Hydrogeologist at
PBS & J, a nation-wide engineering and environmental consulting
firm.  Gary’s current interests are focused on groundwater modeling,
and in particular groundwater-surface water interaction.  Gary has
earned an MS in Hydrogeology from Eastern Kentucky University.
He is married to Diane, and has two sons.   

Bijak, Martin, BA ’80:  Employed as a Lab Technician with
Washington Mills EMC.  Martin has earned an MS in Geology.  

Bing, Robert, BA ’87:  Vice President for Deutsche Bank, New
York, NY.

Carroll, Michael, BA ’81:  In 2004, promoted to Colonel in the US
Army, where he has been serving for 23 years.  Michael has earned
an MBA from Tarleton State University in Texas (’99) and a Master’s
in National Resources Management from National Defense
University in DC (’04).  

Clark, Lynn A., BA ’85:  Employed as a Sales Representative at
Mutual of Omaha.    

Costanzo, Patricia, Ph.D. ’85, MA ’82, BA ’78:  Sole Proprietor of
“Patent Copyright Trademark Law” a firm that specializes in search-
es and applications for patent, copyright, and trademark, contracts,
licensing and related matters.  Pat earned her JD from the University
at Buffalo’s School of Law (’99) and has recently become a great-
grandmother.  Her firm employs two students, a full-time searcher
and a full-time legal assistant.  

Doan, Roland “Lanny”, BA ’81:  Employed as a 9th grade Earth
Science teacher at Bayside High School.  Lanny has been married
for 20 years and has two sons in high school.  

Donn, Thomas, BA ’83:  Working as a Contaminant Hydrogeologist

since earning an MS in Geology from Miami University (’86),

Thomas is a founding partner in EnviroSouth, Inc., an environmental

consulting firm.  The firm’s primary focus of business is groundwater
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remediation at commercial and small industrial facilities, Brownfield’s
sites, and pre-purchase assessments.  He and his wife, Teresa, have
two girls.  

Drazan, Donald, BA ’80:  Employed with the NYS Department of
Environmental Conservation Division of Mineral Resources, Donald
is handling data management tasks for the division as well as the
Web site.  He has served on several national groups who focus on oil
and gas data management, including the Ground Water Protection
Council, Risk Based Data Management System, Interstate Oil and
Gas Commissions’ Data Management Sub Committee.  He and his
wife, Wanda, are raising three teenagers.  

Ellis, Jim, Ph.D. ’82, MA ’78:  Jim is in the 4th year of running his
own remote sensing & GIS business, “Ellis GeoSpatial” (www.ellis-
geospatial.com).  The company does environmental baselines using
satellite and airborne imagery, combined with field data from every
source imaginable.  Working in the remote sensing field for over 20
years, Jim particularly likes to crunch on hyperspectral datacubes and
create 3K stereo models to support interpretations and is published
in many industry journals, including Earth Imaging Journal.  A lis-
censed geologist in the state of California, Jim teaches geology and
remote sensing at Diablo Valley College and serves on the Advisory
Committee for the GPS & GIS Certificate Program.  Jim is married
to Lynn Doyle Ellis.  

Ellis, (nee:  Doyle), Lynn, MA ’80, BA ’77:  After 18 years with
Chevron as a Geologist and Supervisor of the International
Orientation Program for employees, Lynn left the corporate world
and geology to devote her time and energy to numerous youth
organizations in which her daughters participate.  Lynn has been
married to Jim Ellis since graduate school and together they share
two daughters; one is heading to college at Lewis & Clark and the
other will be entering her junior year in high school. 

Evison, (nee:  Haworth), Leah, Ph.D., ’88:  Employed as a
Environmental Scientist with the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency.  After many years effort, Leah is hoping to issue the
Superfund Program’s guidance on cleanup of contaminated sediment
(visit the EPA’s website for more information).  Leah and her husband,
Ian, have a daughter in high school and look forward to getting back
to Minnesota “canoe country” whenever they can.     

Frank, Robert, BA ’89:  A Project Hydrogeologist for CH2M Hill
in Arizona for 8 years, Robert earned his MS degree in Hydrogeology
from San Diego State University (’96).  In 1995, Robert visited the
Smithsonian Institute to view a specimen he had submitted; the hip
bone imprint of a dinosaur that he’d found during the first week of
Field Camp ’88 in Southeastern Utah.  Robert wrote up a summary
of his find for the researchers at the Smithsonian, and now the specimen
has a permanent home at the Smithsonian with a specimen label that
says “University at Buffalo, Dept. of Geological Sciences.”

Herrenkaohl, Mark, BA ’85:  Currently a Managing Scientist for
Integral Consulting, and a registered Professional Engineering
Geologist in Washington State, Mark specializes in the design and
evaluation of sediment caps including cap stability and long-term
contaminant mobility after sediment capping of contaminated in-water
sites.   Living with his wife of ten years and two children, Mark
manages and is part owner of the Bellingham, WA office of Integral.
He earned his MS degree in Oceanography from Old Dominion
University, VA (’88) and has authored many publications throughout
his career.  

Jowett, Rick, MA ’88, BA ’85:  Employed as a Principal Interpreter
with BHP Billiton Petroleum.  Rick has recently shifted exploration
basins from the deepwater gulf of Mexico to offshore eastern Trinidad
and Tobago.  One of his projects, “Gypsy,” is scheduled to be drilled
this summer and will test his team’s hard work and creative ideas at a
cost of nearly $24 million.  Married for 13 years, Rick and his wife
Lana, have a son and a daughter.  

Kaszubski, (nee:  Stead), Elizabeth, BA ’81:  Employed as a
Geologist with National Fuel Gas.

Kent, Gary, BA ’84:  After graduation, Gary spent 14 years in the
drilling industry when he took a position with Sherwood, where he
worked for four years.  Gary is currently employed as a Manufacturing
Engineer with Carleton Technologies where he is part of the com-
mercial aircraft team.  He and his wife, Liz, have three children.  

Kowal, Philip, BA ’81:  Currently a Science Teacher at Orchard Park
High School (NY), Philip earned his Ed.M. in Science Education
from the University at Buffalo (’95).  Previous to his position at the
school, Philip was a recruiter in the personnel industry.  
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Lamb, Beth, MA ’84:  Employed for five years as
Regulator/Engineering Geologist with the State of California
Regional Water Quality Control Board.  In her positions, Beth over-
sees groundwater clean ups related to underground storage tanks.

Lin, Feng-Chin, Ph.D., ’81:  Employed as a Geophysical Associate for
Exxon Mobil Exploration Company. 

Loewenstein, Stuart, BA ’83:  President of Quest Energy, Inc. in
Amherst (NY).  

May, Gregory P., BA ’83:  Employed as Teacher/Department Head
with Warsaw Central School, Gregory earned his Ed.M. in Science
Education from the University at Buffalo (’92).  

Maxwell, Joe, MA ’86, BA ’84:  Employed as an Earth Science
Teacher at Amherst Central High School.  A dedicated educator, hus-
band and father, Joe married his college sweetheart, Ann, and has two
teenage children, a son and a daughter. Joe was awarded Educator of
the Year 1999, and nominated as New State Educator of the Year in
2000.  He has fond memories of field camp and his friends,
including Zorba.

McIsaac, Gregory, BA ’88:  Registered as a professional geologist 
in PA, VA and DE, Greg is a Branch Manager with Apex
Environmental, Inc.

Molnar, Paul, MA ’82:  Employed as a Geological Advisor with
Burlington Resources in Midland, TX.  He and his wife, Mary, worked
for Exxon for 15 years before becoming employed with Burlington.  

Moscati, Rick, BA ’85:  Employed as a Geochemist with the US
Geological Survey for the last 15 years, Rick earned an MS from
Northern Illinois University (’89).  

Oleynek, Fred “Chip”, MA ’83:  Employed as a Science Teacher at
Queensbury High School since 1986, Fred earned his NYS teaching
certificate from Siena College.  He and his wife, Amy, have two boys.

Patterson-Wittman, Michele, BA ’94:  Employed at GZA
GeoEnvironmental of NY as a Senior Project Manager since 1996.
Michele is head of the Site Investigation Department at the Buffalo
location and is also the Office Manager at this location.  Michele and
her husband of eight years, Luke, have two daughters.  

Rivard, James, BA ’86: After earning his degree in geology, James 
continued with his education, earning a J.D. at the University at
Buffalo’s School of Law.  After graduation, he worked on a fishing boat
in Alaska the following winter, took the State of Washington bar exam
and then lived in Tashkent, Uzbekistan and Moscow, Russia doing
immigration law and teaching law at an American business college in
Moscow. James returned to the States and started a personal Web site
(www.livelaughlovelearn.com) and is now working for a Buffalo online
portal firm, serving the appraisal industry (www.appraisal.com) where
he is in charge of home appraisal quality control. 

Ruszczyk, Douglas M., BA ’84:  After working in Rochester (NY) for
13 years, Douglas and his family moved back to WNY where he con-
tinues working in environmental consulting.  Douglas accepted a posi-
tion with URS Corporation working as a Senior Hazardous Waste
Specialist at the West Valley Demonstration Project.  Douglas’ main
focus has been to provide regulatory support while cleanup activities
progress. Douglas was responsible for the preparation and submittal of
a New York State Part 373 Hazardous Waste Permit application, and
has since been promoted to Manager.  

Schmidt, Michael, BA ’88:  Following almost 15 years in the envi-
ronmental consulting field, Michael joined AIG Consultants
Environmental Management Division in the role of Environmental
Consultant, providing technical guidance and oversight to AIG’s
Domestic Claims department.  Married for 15 years to Barbara,
together they have one daughter and another daughter on the way.  

Shavel, Steven, BA ’81:  Employed as an Industry Solution Executive
with IBM Group.

Sorci, Jonathan, BA ’86:  A Family Physician with Fallbrook
Medical Associates, Jonathan received his MD in Medicine &
Biomedical Sciences from the University of Buffalo (’02).  Jonathan
also possess an MS in Geochemistry, a SD in Environmental Health
Sciences and an MD in General Medicine.  

Spadinger, Martin, BA ’81:  President of Momentum Energy

Corporation, a small start-up oil and gas company in Midland
(TX).  Married to Sharon, they have three children, all of which are 
star athletes.  
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Spadinger, (nee:  Bishop), Sharon, BA ’80:  Married to Martin,
Sharon is a stay-at-home mother who loves to volunteer in the commu-
nity.  She and her husband have three children, two of which are in col-
lege and one in high school.   

Strang, Mary, BA ’84:  Employed as a Mechanical Designer with ITT
Space Systems Division.  

Taft, Joel, BA ’85:  Employed as a Product Safety Engineer with Fisher
Price.  Married with two children, Joel received an MS in
Environmental Engineering from the University at Buffalo (’01).

Vancheri, Bonnie, BA ’82:  Bonnie is President of Land Pro
Consultants of Oak Hill, VA.  She received her BS in Civil Engineering
(’82) from the University at Buffalo.    

Wagner, Greg, BA ’82:  Employed as a Business Manager with United
Parcel Service (UPS).

Wortham, (nee:  Tuyn), Julie, BA ’80:  A stay-at-home mother for
nearly 20 years, Julie and her family moved to the New York City area
in 1981.  From 1994-1997, she and her family lived in London,
England and then the island of Jersey in the Channel Islands.  

Zimmerman, (nee:  Miller), Lori, BA ’89:  Employed as an Earth
Science and Astronomy Teacher at Iroquois Central School District.
Lori will finish her MS in Science Education in 2005, and was awarded
tenure in 2004.  She has three children and has been Head Coach for
Varsity Swimming for six years.

11997700ss

Abbey, Dale A., MA ‘72, BA ’70:  Retired Professor/Geology
Coordinator from Monroe Community College after 33 years of service.
Dale enjoys spending more time with his wife, Carol, and playing golf. 

Avramenko, Walter, BA ’78:  Employed as a Unit Leader with the
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, Walter man-
ages a group of highly skilled individuals and is responsible for oversee-
ing the cleanup of hazardous waste sites in Colorado.  Although his
work is limited to understanding near surface hydrogeology that gov-
erns the fate and transport of contamination, he still takes every oppor-
tunity to get out and study, see and climb real geology, including his
passion for volcanoes.  Walter has two children.

Basinski, Paul, BA ’76:  A Geological Advisor with Burlington
Resources, Paul has earned an MS from the University of Nevada, Reno.

Bunting, Norman, MA ’76:  Self-employed as a Remodeling
Contractor.  Norman also repairs/restores furniture.  

Carson, Matt, BA ’78:  Matt worked as a Geologist for Chevron from
1980-1988.  He received his JDL and joined Chevron’s legal depart-
ment in 1988 as a Patent Counsel in San Francisco.  Matt joined Baker
Hughes, Inc. in Houston in 1995 and is currently employed as
Division Intellectual Property Counsel.  Matt also earned a Masters
degree from the University of Florida.  Married in 1983, to Ana,
together they have three children.

Edwards, Jeffrey, BA ’78:  Jeffrey received his MS in Geology from
Colorado State University (’83).  He has been employed as a Geologist
and Hydrogeologist in the fields of oil and gas exploration; mineral
exploration and mining; hazardous waste management; natural resource
management; and dam repair/reconstruction.  

Elterman, Joan, BA ’76:  Employed as a Senior Staff Environmental
Engineer with Dominion E & P, Inc., Joan earned an MS in Geology
from the University of Minnesota at Minneapolis, and an MSPH in
Environmental Science from Tulane University.

Falkowski, Stephen, BA ’76:  Employed as a Manager with Just
Exteriors (NY), Stephen and his wife, Audrey, enjoy competing in chili
cook offs, touring on their Gold Wing motorcycle and visiting their
grandson in Albuquerque.  

Jack, Paul, BA ’70:  President/Environmental Management
Consultant of Castle Bay, Inc., Paul earned an MS in Civil
Engineering from the University of Pittsburgh (’77).  For 20 years,
Paul has been managing environmental projects, mostly groundwater
related, for corporate clients.  In 2004, Paul had a particularly enjoy-
able vacation revisiting some of his 1970 UB geology field camp
locations.  He revisited sites in the San Juan Mountains between
Durango and Silverton, Colorado and also near Canyon lands NP 
in Utah.  

Kamakaris, Dave, BA ’76:  Employed as an Earth Science teacher at
Virginia Beach City Public Schools since the mid 1980s.  Dave 
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obtained his MS in Geology from SUNY College at Fredonia and his
Virginia Professional Geologist certification.  Dave occasionally
works on a consultant-basis and has fond memories of his friends and
his time spent at field camp. 

Klimek, Walter, BA ’74:  Employed at Key Bank as Vice President
for Technology Risk Review.

Kucserik, Andrew, BA ’77:  Andrew has been General Manager –
Buffalo District for LCS, Inc. for approximately three years.  LCS
provides environmental due diligence services for private and public
clients.  Andrew is responsible for reviewing all environmental reports
company-wide.  In addition, he is responsible for marketing potential
clients and remediation projects, including geophysical investigations.
Andrew and his wife, Janie, have two sons and enjoy mineral collect-
ing in New England (especially Maine).  

Magida, Ann, BA ’78:  Working as a Sales Representative for
Criveller Co. (CA) selling process and bottling equipment to wineries
and breweries in Napa and Sonoma.  Ann was married in 1999.  

Mohr, Eileen, BA ’79:  Working as a Project Manager for the Ohio
Environmental Protection Agency, Eileen received an MS in Geology
from Kent State University.  Eileen, would love to hear from others
in the class of ’79.  

Murphy, James, MA ’73:  President and CEO of Envirotest, LTD,
an environmental consulting firm.  Envirotest has offices in Houston,
Corpus Christi and Beaumont and employs about 60 people.  A
principle shareholder in the company, James earned his Ph.D. from
the University of Wyoming (’76).  James and his wife of 22 years,
Robin, have three daughters.   He often sees some of his old class-
mates and would love to hear from some of the old Bell Plant gang.    

Ostrye, Tom, MA ’75:  Employed as an Alternative Fuels Business
Manager for The Hanover Company.  In his position, Tom is
involved with the design, building and maintenance of fueling sta-
tions that deliver natural gas, in an effort to reduce emissions.  

Rettke, Phyllis, MA ’70:  Phyllis’ work experience has been with
URS in Buffalo, NY (1990-2001), and URS in Seattle (2001-2003)
until she moved to Phoenix last December.  Currently Phyllis is
working as a Project Geologist.  She has two daughters (both of

which graduated from the University at Buffalo) and one son who
graduated from the University of Dallas.  

Silber, Jay, BA ’79:  After 20 years in the corporate world, Jay uses
his geology background to explain about the different types of coal
used in his new profession: blacksmithing.  Owner of Kestrel Ridge
Forge (KestrelRidgeForge.com), he uses a coal-fired forge, hammer
and anvil to create ironwork for appreciative customers.  Most of Jay’s
projects are custom work/commissions, though he does make some
things to show and sell at art shows and festivals.  He doesn’t make
shoe horses or knives or other implements of war.  

Spero, Howard, BA ’75:  Employed as a Professor at the University
of California Davis Department of Geology.   His current research
includes studies on quaternary climate change.  Howard’s research
fields include Paleoceanography, Paleoclimatology, stable isotope geo-
chemistry and Paleobiology.  Howard was made a Fellow of the
Geological Society of America in 2003.   

Tewksbury, John, BA ’79:  Employed as a Senior Office Specialist
with the University of Arizona, John received an MBA from
Oklahoma State University.  

Thompson, Donald A., MA ’75:  Employed as a Geologist for
National Fuel Gas.  

Tipton, Todd, BA ’77:  Employed as an Exploration Manager,
Western Division of Devon Energy Corporation in Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma.  

Tucci, Patrick, BA ’74:  Employed by the US Geological Survey as a
Hydrologist for nearly 29 years.  Since 1992, Patrick has worked in
Denver on the Yucca Mountain Project, dealing with various saturat-
ed zone ground-water issues with a fellow UB graduate, Ardyth
Simmons.  For the last five years, Patrick has been working with the
USGS’s International Water Resources Branch, traveling to Ethiopia,
Bangladesh, Jordan, and the United Arab Emirates.  Patrick has been
married for 20 years and has one daughter who is graduating from
high school.  In 1976, Patrick received his MS in Geology from the
University of Connecticut.  
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Zelawski, Rick, BA ’75:  After 21 years teaching a variety of science
courses in the Akron Central School District, Rick began a new career
path in 1997.  Currently employed as a Labor Relations Specialist for
the New York United Teachers Union, Rick earned an Ed.M. in
Science Education from the University at Buffalo in 1977.  He has two
children, a son and a daughter.     

1960s

Appelbaum, Bruce, BA ’69: Retired President of Worldwide
Exploration and New Ventures of Texaco.  Currently Chairman of
Mosaic Natural Resources.  Bruce earned his MS and Ph.D. in
Oceanography from Texas A&M.  

Callahan, John, BA’ 64:  Retired Geology Professor Emeritus from
Appalachian State University, John earned an MS in Geology, an MS in
Education and a Ph.D. in Geology.  He continues to do research in
Beaufort, NC. John says hello to friends, Dave Rosenthal, Paul
Gryzbeck and John Opera.  

Elkins, Charles, BA ’69:  Chuck earned a MS Ed. (’92) from the
University of Bridgeport.  Since then he’s taught Science primarily at
Technical High Schools in New Jersey and is planning on retiring this
coming year.  He has two children, a son and daughter and just recent-
ly became a grandfather.  

Gallagher, Edwin Jr., BA ’66:  Edwin taught Science in middle school
and high school in the Buffalo Public Schools for 33 years, until his
retirement in 1998.  In addition to teaching at the middle school and
high school levels, Edwin taught evening school, computer program-
ming, and was a NYS Science Mentor for four years.  For eight years,
Edwin was a member of the Kenmore Housing Authority, a HUD sub-
sidized facility for the elderly, Board of Commissioners, serving as
Chairman for four years.  He and his wife, Gina have two children and
have recently moved to Colorado.    

Kollatz, Charles, BA ’64:  Retired Citizen Participation Specialist from
New York State Department of Environmental Control.  During his
career, Charles used microscopy training to identify asbestos and other
airborne particulate matter for the regional enforcement offices of the
Solid/Hazardous Waste Division and Division of Air Resources.  He
oversaw the Dr. Victor Reinstein Nature Preserve in Cheektowaga from
acquisition until his retirement.  In 1974, Charles earned his Ed.M. in
Science Education from the University at Buffalo.  

Kowalski, Stan, BA ’60:  Married to his wife, Sandy, for 45 years Stan
has fond memories of the UB campus in the 1950s; especially the
University’s football team.  Employed first as an Earth Science Teacher
at Frontier Central in Hamburg (NY), Stan went on to become
employed with Bethlehem Steel, where he later retired.   

Kullins, Roger, BA ’68:  Roger has been away from the Buffalo area
since 1983.  He is retired from the steel production industry after 37
years of service and is presently working for Homeland Security in
Cleveland.  He married Carol (McLester) ’70, spent two years in the
US Army (late 1960s), survived the Buffalo Blizzard of ’77, a heart
attack and cancer.  The more he thinks of the late Maurice Crook, the
more he admires what Crook accomplished in his later years.  Roger
sends a “hello” to his friends, Bob Biggi, Mike Kaldor and Paul
Michalski.  

Lawson, Merlin, BA ’63:  Professor of Geosciences at the University of
Nebraska, Merlin served as Dean of Graduate Studies and Dean of
International Affairs until 2002.  Merlin is the recipient of the
University of Nebraska’s “Fulfilling the Dream Award,” Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day (2002).

Meylan, Maurice, BA ’63:  Maurice received his MS in Geology from
Florida State (’68) and his Ph.D. in Geological Oceanography from the
University of Hawaii (’78).  Since 1980, Maurice has been working in
the Department of Geology at University of Southern Mississippi
teaching Physical Geology, Historical Geology, Structural Geology,
Sedimentology, Petroleum Geology and Gulf Coast Geology.  He has
worked on a considerable variety of research projects with graduate stu-
dents, including Matt Melnyk, an alumnus of UB.

Monti, Ronald L., BA ’63:  Employed as a Field Environmental Officer
with the US Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

Munro, Kenneth J., BA ’61:  Kenneth completed USAF Under-
graduate and Advanced Pilot Training.  Recently retired after 40
years of flying with the WSAF (6 years) and TWA as a Commercial
Pilot (Captain) on the international operation.  Although considering
himself officially retired, Kenneth operates a closely held internation-
al business which arranges for the factory delivery of European cars
to American workers, diplomats, tourists and military.  
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Muscalo, David, MA ’69, BA ’66:  Managing Principal for Advocate
Environmental Consulting Firm, David has been practicing
Engineering Geology (principally hydrology) for the past 26 years.
David is a member of the Association of Engineering Geologists (past
NY/Philadelphia Section Chairman), National Ground Water
Association, American Institute of Professional Geologists, American
College of Forensic Examiners and is a licensed geologist in Florida,
Delaware, Indiana and Pennsylvania.  David, who has authored many
publications throughout his career, is currently Vice President of the
Lafayette Board of Health, a member of the Lafayette Open Space
Committee and a member of the Sussex County Water Quality
Management Program Public Advisory Committee.  

Ruth, Gerald, MA ’65:  Professor of Geography at Indiana University,
Southeast, Gerald earned his Ph.D. from Indiana University (’72).
Longtime Chair of Geosciences and Astronomy at Indiana University,
Southeast, Gerald just completed his 40th year of teaching at the uni-
versity and has no immediate plans for retirement.  Published in the
fields of Geography and Astronomy, Gerald has produced many films
and in 1992, was selected to take part in a new astronomy research
program at Harvard University.  The program’s purpose was to initiate
student research on his home campus in photoelectric photometry of
pulsating variable stars.  

Ryan, Richard, BA ’68:  Ryan worked as a Mine Geologist from
1974-1980 at Hanna Mining Co., an Exploration Geologist in
Southeast Kansas from 1980-1989 and a Geologist for Kansas
Department of Transportation 1990-present.  He became a Regional
Geologist in 2001.   

Schwimmer, David, MS ’69:  Professor of Geology at Columbus
State University, David earned his Ph.D. at SUNY Stony Brook (’73).
In 2002, David published King of the Crocodylians (Indiana University
Press), a popular-level book on the Late Cretaceous giant croc
Deinosuchus, and very recently coauthored the report of a new basal
tyrannosaur genus in eastern USA (Jour. Vert. Paleo. 2005, 25(1):
119-143).  Finishing a long-term study of Middle Cambrian soft-bod-
ied organisms in the southeast for Palaios, and then back to the
Cretaceous.  

Winship, Chuck, BA ’64:  Chuck received a Master’s degree in
Professional Studies from Cornell University and retired from Xerox
Corporation in 1998. Chuck now owns and operates a family business,
Sugarbush Hollow, LLC; an organization that produces and markets a
wide range of pure maple syrup products.  

11995500ss

Bishop, G.W. (Bill), BA ’56: Bill is recently retired and living in
Arizona. 

Blackmon, Paul D., BA ’51:  Paul earned an MA in Geography in
1956.  He retired and is enjoying time with his wife, Nola.  

Dzimian, Raymond, MA ’53:  Raymond is currently retired and living
in the Western New York area.  

Gable (nee:  Jameson), Dolores, BA ’50: Delores retired from the
US Geological Survey 18 years ago.   

Lemon, Ronald D., MA ’52, BA ’51:  Ronald is retired and living in
Colorado.  

Leve, Gilbert, BA ’50:  Gilbert received his MA in Geology from the
University of Texas (’52) and his Ph.D. in Hydrogeology from the

University of Arizona (’72).  After finishing his education, Gilbert

worked for the US Geological Survey first in Washington (DC) and
later in Florida.  His work as a Hydrogeologist included finding and

developing ground water supplies.  After working with the USGS for

a number of years, Gilbert went on to form his own consulting firm,
performing water supply studies throughout the southeastern US and
Caribbean Islands.  Later, Gilbert sold his firm and spent time in the
Middle East (Jordan, Israel, Egypt) to help locate and develop water

supplies.  Currently, Gilbert is a member of the University at Buffalo’s
College of Arts and Sciences, Deans Advisory Council.  

Martin, Don, BA’54:  Don received his Master of City and Regional
Planning from the University of California, Berkeley (’59).  After Don
retired from the Teton County Department of Planning in 1996, he
and his wife Myrna traveled to China, South America, and Europe
and went on some cruises.  An active member of the community,
Don was elected to three terms on the Rafter J. Homeowners
Association Board of Directors and recently elected to the Board of
Directors of the Rafter J. Improvement and Service District.  In 2000,
Don had major heart surgery and his wife was diagnosed with inflam-
matory breast cancer.  Just recently, Myrna lost her battle with breast
cancer, leaving a daughter, a son and three grandchildren.  August 7,
2005, would have been their 50th wedding anniversary.  
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Pegrum, Bruce, BA ’58:  After spending 41 years in the Portland
Cement Industry, Bruce retired as Region Manager in 1999.  Now, a
true “snow bird” he and his wife Edie, spend six months in Michigan
and six months in Florida.  He and Edie are both in excellent health
and still talking to each other after 48 years of marriage.  Together, they
enjoy spending time with their six grandchildren, traveling and playing
golf.  Bruce encourages his old classmates and friends to contact him if
they’re ever in the areas of Northville (MI) or Estero (FL). 

Pyne, Richard E., BA ’50:  Richard is currently retired and living in WNY.

11994400ss

Fisher, Donald, MA ’48, BA ’44: Retired in 1982, from the NY State
Museum & Geological Survey, where he worked as a State
Paleontologist.  In 1952, Donald received his Ph.D. in Geology from
the University of Rochester.  Donald has prepared a typescript on the
formation of the Taconic and Catskill Mountains for the layperson.
This will be illustrated with photographs and line drawings with an
accompanying colored tectonic map.  The material is now being consid-
ered for publication.  Recipient of 1995 UB Distinguished Alumni award.

Tesmer, Irving, MA ’48, BA ’46:  Irving earned his Ph.D. in 1954
from Syracuse University, and is currently retired. The Buffalo
Geological Society is making a second printing of Irving’s book on the
“History of Geology of Western Most New York State” 1604-1899.  

Wiesnet, Donald, MA ’51, BA ’50:  Retired from the NOAA/NESDIS
as a Research Hydrologist, Donald’s current activities include attending
retiree groups including the USGS Geologic Division Retirees and the
Water Resources Retirees and the local chapter of the National Active
and Retired Employees.  He writes a newsletter column monthly and
gives a couple of lectures on occasion.  Donald’s daughter, Beth, is an
outreach coordinator with the USGS Centre in Virginia.  He has seven
grandchildren.

IInn MMeemmoorriiaamm::

We are sorry to report that the following alumni and friends have 
passed away:

Cazeau, Charles J., Ph.D.:  Professor emeritus of geology at UB and
author of Exploring the Unknown, died March 22, 2000.  

D’Agostino, John P., MA’52, BA ‘50:  Died March 10, 2001.  John
was a retired Geologist from the USGS.  Surviving John are his wife,
Lena, one son and one grandchild.

Duttweiler, Dorothea, B.A. ’37:  Died June 18, 2004, in her Rockport
(TX) home.  Dorothea earned an Ed.M. (’46) from UB and did gradu-
ate work at the University of Wisconsin.  A retired educator, Dorothea
was named State Conservationist of the Year by the Federated Garden
Clubs of New York in 1963, and was past president of the University at
Buffalo Alumni Association, and former vice president of the General
Alumni Board.  Dorothea’s love of birds, especially water fowl and shore
birds led her to Texas, where she could observe many varieties close up
from her home on Aransas Bay.  Each fall, she returned to “Pileated
Perch,” her hillside cabin in Holland, to visit with friends.  She recently
donated that property to UB Geology for use by faculty and students.

Dwornik, Edward, ’48 MA, ’41 BA:  Died August 7, 2004, after a
lengthy bout with Parkinson’s Disease.  He was survived by his wife,
Dolores, three children, a brother and several grand children.  Ed spent
his entire professional career as a mineralogist with the USGS.  He spe-
cialized in the use of the electron microscope and was responsible for
examining the “Moon rocks” brought back by the lunar astronauts in
the 1960s.    

Kopf, Rudolph, MA ’52, BA ’50:  Died December 24, 2002.  Retired
from the USGS, Rudy was survived by his wife of 53 years, Doris, two
children and several grandchildren.  In the 1990s, Rudy made the cover
of Geotimes, showing a group of school kids how to pan for gold.
Rudy’s deep love for geology began as a child, when he and his father
would spend Sunday’s together, fossil hunting.  

Spina, Mary Beth: Died in her sleep on July 8, 2001.  Ridge Lea
Larry’s biggest fan, Mary Beth would call UB Geology each year about
groundhog’s day preparations and begin to call the media for our annu-
al cookout and weather prediction.  Mary Beth had worked for UB
News Services from 1974, until her death.

Woodson, Earnest:  UB Map Librarian from 1974-2003, died March
4, 2005, at the age of 67.  During Ernie’s tenure at UB, he worked
with students and faculty providing maps, aerial photographs and an
enthusiasm for cartography and geography.  Surviving him are two
daughters, his mother, a brother, and two sisters.

If you know of any alumni or a department friend who has passed
away, and you’d like to send their information into The EPOCH,
please e-mail to geology@buffalo.edu or send information
through U.S. mail to:

Department of Geology
University at Buffalo
876 Natural Sciences Complex
Attn:  Alumni Update.
Buffalo, NY  14260-3050,
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We Bet Our Geology Alums 
can Rise to the Challenge!

The members of the College of Arts and Sciences Dean’s Advisory
Council (DAC) are challenging you in making your alma mater a
world-class  institution.  State support, tuition and fees cover the
basics; it’s additional funding for the extras that bring that edge of
excellence.   If alumni and friends raise $100,000 more than last
year, then DAC members will match it with another $100,000.
That means an additional $200,000 for scholarships and fellow-
ships, innovative research or flexible funding that allows the dean
to take advantage of timely opportunities.

It’s easy to do your part for UB Geology.  Increase your gift or
make a first gift.  Give to UB Geology and your gift will count
toward the challenge.  Pledge when you receive the phone call,
mail a check or give online at our secure Web site: 

www.giving.buffalo.edu.

ALUMNI ADVISORY BOARD

The UB Department of Geology is creating an Alumni Advisory
Board this year as a way to keep our alumni in touch with each
other and the Geology Department. The board’s primary objective
will be to encourage alumni to remain active in research in the
field of geology, and to advance geology as a science in the eyes
of both the academic and the professional community and to ele-
vate the stature of the UB geology programs and its alumni.

The group will consist of 12 members, representing different peri-
ods of alumni.  There will be both faculty and current student rep-
resentation on the board to create better communication
between the three groups (alumni, faculty and students).  Once
the board members have been identified, their names and bios
will be posted both online and in future versions of The EPOCH. 

If you or anyone you know is interested in serving on the UB
Geology Alumni Advisory Board, please contact Heather Kornacki
at 716-645-6800 ext. 3983
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Student Research:  Paleontologists Use
Computers to ‘Morph’ Deformed Fossils

It's bad enough that fossils, buried deep in
layers of rock for thousands or millions of
years, may be damaged or missing pieces,
but what really challenges paleontologists,
according to University at Buffalo researchers,
is the amount of deformation that most
fossils exhibit.

That's why Tammy Dunlavey, a master's
degree candidate in the Department of
Geology in the UB College of Arts and
Sciences, and her colleagues are working
on a computational method to morph 
fossils back to their original shapes by 
calculating and excising the deformation.
"Our goal is to develop computer programs
that can reliably solve the deformation
problem," noted Dunlavey, who on April 1
[2004] presented research on a new suite
of "retrodeformation" programs at a
Geological Society of America meeting
(North-Central section) in St. Louis.

The main program is called "MsWellman,"
written by the UB researchers in collaboration
with H. David Sheets, Ph.D., professor of
physics at Canisius College and adjunct
associate professor of geology at UB.

MsWellman adapts an approach developed
by a structural geologist named Wellman,
and works on multiple rock slabs at once.

Deformation makes the prospect of gleaning
from fossils important data about ancient
worlds that much more difficult, according
to Charles E. Mitchell, Ph.D., professor

and chair of the UB geology department,
with whom Dunlavey is collaborating.
While paleontologists traditionally have
tried to concentrate on the rare, well-pre-
served fossils for which deformation is not 
a significant issue, they increasingly are 
interested in the many fossils that clearly
have been deformed. "The question our
computer program is designed to address
isn't, 'Are fossils deformed,' but rather 'By
how much?'" said Dunlavey, noting that
millions of years of being buried causes 
different levels of deformation in fossils.

According to the UB researchers, MsWellman
calculates the degree and form of the
deformation and then a second program
the UB team developed called Retrodef6,
uses this understanding to "correct" a 
representation of the deformed fossil back
to its original form. "We wanted to design
a methodology that determines at what
point, statistically, fossils can be considered
deformed and calculates the amount of
deformation based on how much strain
they were subject to when embedded in
rock, as well as other variables," she said.
"The program then will restore the virtual
fossils to their original shape."

To do that, the UB scientists employed a
technique called geometric morphometrics,
which documents aspects of shape and size
in a specimen based on landmarks, discrete
anatomical points that generally are 
uniform for related specimens.

This is an abbreviated version of an article

written by Ellen Goldbaum (University

News Services) for the April 6, 2004, version

of CAS in Point.   Since this time, Dr.

Chuck Mitchell and Tammy Dunlavey

have been invited to discuss the importance

of this research at  local radio stations,

including Buffalo’s own WBFO (wbfo.org).  

Ellen Goldbaum, Article abbreviated by UB Geology

THE EPOCH 30

STUDENT NEWS | THE EPOCH | No. 33



On March 13-16, 2005 several UB students including Shannon Bardo, Adam
Stinton, Becky Williams, and Kristin Sturtevant and myself, along with Adam
Carey (a UB graduate now at University of Syracuse) traveled to the Great Smoky
Mountains in Tennessee. We camped the first night, Sunday the 13th, at Cades
Cove campground. It rained wonderfully loud the first night; however a slice in
the bottom of Adam Stinton’s tent caused everything to become soaked. The hike
began Monday from Cades Cove. Six miles from Cades Cove to a shelter on the
Appalachian Trail (Spence Field), the day was hazy and cool, the trail was muddy
(and in some places still full of snow) and it was arduous. There is something sap-
ping about a muddy trail in a constant fog in a cold air. It took five hours to reach
the shelter – five hours for a little over 6 miles for active people! The night was
frigidly cold, somewhere between 0 and 10º as our cooking oil even solidified and
we believe Shannon had hypothermia. Two of us stayed in tents while the other
four camped in the shelter. The shelter was a block and wood building open on
one side which sported a chain link fence with a small door and netting to keep
out the bears.  The inside consisted of two long wooden bunked sleeping areas
and the only delineation between you and your neighbor were thin slats.
Numerous times, people lost their pads and woke to the cold of sleeping directly
on the wood. 

Our food, toiletries, toothpaste, even lip balm, had to be bagged in waterproof
sacks and hoisted up on metal chains at the edge of camp about twenty feet off
the ground to avoid an ursine raiding party. Tuesday, we decided to go west to
Russell Field shelter and then down to a campsite (#10), a journey of about 6
miles. We had risen late and so we didn’t leave until about 11 AM; we were trying
to regain feeling in our extremities. We arrived at camp by about 5 PM. We unsuc-
cessfully tried to make a fire as even the driest wood was still saturated, and we
only got a low smolder. We tried to aid the fire by drenching the wood in dena-
tured alcohol. Brett lit the pile only to produce a humongous fireball that caused
everyone to head for cover, the logs to ignite, the kindling to instantly disappear…
and the whole thing to still be extinguished several moments later. The rain then
picked back up and we spent another cold night, albeit not altogether ridiculous. 

Wednesday we decided we had had enough of this particular park until perhaps
the warmer/drier summer and we all went our separate ways. Also, Becky’s sleep-
ing bag rolled down into a creek. Though the hike proved difficult, the trip was
absolutely amazing. It taught us many crucial facts: hiking in the East is many
times more difficult than in the higher elevations of the West, never speed
through Virginia, whatever you think you need on a hike you don’t, Goldshlager
is best when near freezing, and “budget motels” in Ohio truly scrape the bottom
of the budget barrel.

Forgoing A Traditional Spring Break
For Something More Exciting

Brett Burkett, Ph.D. Candidate, UB Department of Geology
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Degrees Conferred
February 2000 – June 2005

BACHELOR OF ARTS
Deming, Justin Henry Jun-00 
Fontaine, Amilcar Darius Jun-00 
Lugert, Courtney Marie* Jun-00 
O'Mahony, Emily Moira Jun-00 
Shannon, John William Jun-00 
Stelmack, William Joseph^ Jun-00 

Fetter, Robert Dailey Sep-00 
Islam, Fariha# Sep-00 
McNalley, Korrena Marie# Sep-00 
Saunders, Mark David^ Sep-00

Dunlap, Michael Joseph* Feb-01 
Ferguson, Michael Thomas Feb-01 

Anderson, Geoffrey David Jun-01 

De, Narendra Nath Jun-02 
Rowley, Joseph Mervin Jun-02 
Taylor, Ethan Corey Jun-02 

Scuderi, Fernanda# + Feb-03 
Toto, Jason Paul Feb-03 

Capodicasa, Angelo Joseph Jun-03 
Hahn, Frederick James Jr. Jun-03 
Kim, Peter J. Jun-03 
Kowalski, Paul Michael Jun-03 
Toy, Adam Jun-03 

Constantino, Jeffery Ronald Sep-03 
Duszkiewicz, Michael Stanley Sep-03 
Murray, Colleen June Sep-03 

Beck, Jeremy I. Feb-04 
Grosso, Eric Paul Feb-04 
Menges, Allison Feb-04 

Black, Sarah Rose Jun-04 
Gollwitzer, Adam Lawrence Jun-04 
Green, Ryan Nelson Jun-04 
Joanethis, Jamie Andrea Jun-04 
McGuire, Kelly Marie Jun-04 
Rowley, Jeffrey Michael Jun-04 
Was, Thomas John Jun-04 
Zakrzewski, Kathleen J.A. Jun-04 

Gagliardi, Scott Eric Sep-04 
Kaiser, Debra Marie Sep-04 

McCurry, Barry Wade Jr. Sep-04 
Shine, Michelle Lynn Sep-04 

Bardo, Shannon Marie* + Jun-05 
Britt, Jonathan Micheal Jun-05 
Grimm, Ryan Michael Jun-05 
Johns, Jennifer Virginia Jun-05 
Parr, Joshua David Jun-05 
Warren, Steven John Jun-05 
Wlosinski, Stephanie Anne Jun-05 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Cruz, Cheri Ann# Feb-02 
Lucidi, Christopher Michael Feb-02 
McGuire, Melissa Louise Feb-02 
Rupp, Byron Robert Feb-02 

Buczkowski, Brian James Jun-02 
Davidson, Christopher Chapman Jun-02 
Kibler, Christopher Joseph Jun-02 
Lawler, Theresa Marie^ # Jun-02 
Mayer, Calista Anne Jun-02 
McEwan, Darlene Jamie Jun-02 
Muraco, Anthony Richard Jun-02 
Zybala, Jonathan George* Jun-02 

Farley, Melissa Ann* Sep-02 
Mayer, Richard Alan Jr. Sep-02 
Thuman, Heather Ambrose# Sep-02 

Breier, Paul Andrew* Feb-03 
Malinowski, Matthew Samuel Feb-03 
Nochajski, Craig P. Feb-03 
Pyke, Kendra Amelia Feb-03 

Piil, Stephanie Rachel Jun-03 
Piurek, Robert Brian Jun-03 
Talley, Jennifer Leigh^ Jun-03 

Carey, Adam Christopher* Sep-03 
Gilcrist, Laura Elizabeth^ # Sep-03 
Ifkovich, Timothy William Sep-03 
Terech, Nicholas Sep-03 

Bishop, John Edward Feb-04 
Dosen, Anja# Feb-04 

Achtyl, Daniel Thomas Jun-04 
Shaffer, William James Jun-04 

Sturtevant, Kristin Ann^ # Jun-04 

Clare, Brian Thomas Sep-04 
Emmert, Meghan Elizabeth# Sep-04 
Lougen, Jennifer Ann# Sep-04 
Maier, Joseph Charles Sep-04 
Stokes, Philip James* Sep-04 
Stroup, Joshua Tannie Sep-04 
Wall, Patrick Daniel* Sep-04 

Ker, Philip Allan Feb-05 
Milewski, Adam Michael Feb-05 
Simpson, Daniel Robert Feb-05 

Bey, Jordana Denys Jun-05 
Bufano, Elizabeth^ # Jun-05 
Hawrysiak, Kevin John Jun-05 
Jones, Christopher K.* Jun-05 
Makey, Karen Jaclyn Jun-05 
Rengstl, James Ronald Jun-05 

5-YEAR BA/MA PROGRAM
Tierney, Lisa Ann Jun-03

MASTER OF ARTS
Floyd, Julie Millirons Feb-00 

Adams, Donelle M. Sep-00 
Fischer, Scott Thomas Sep-00 
Jennings, Jennifer Anne Sep-00 
Marsh, Todd L. & Sep-00  

Burns, Aaron Thomas Feb-01 
Cummings, Michael Adam Feb-01 
Haney, Robert A. Feb-01 
Harper, Allison N. Feb-01 
Reay, Michelle Lynn Feb-01 

Collins, Samantha A.• Jun-01   

Bieber, Richard Alan Feb-02 
Budny, Lucas E. Feb-02
Guidetti, Beth Karen Feb-02 
Hart, Edward Richard Feb-02 
Nelson, Travis A. Feb-02 
Pietraszek, Jane Elizabeth • Feb-02   

Meyer, Brian Robert Jun-03 

* Denotes Receipt of Undergraduate Pegrum Award 
• Denotes Receipt of Graduate Pegram Award 
^ Denotes Receipt of Jaffe Award
# Denotes Receipt of Duttweiler Award
+Denotes Receipt of Owens Award
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Coffey, Eleanor Sami Sep-03 
Schesser, Michael Leo Sep-03 

Case, Patrick Andrew + Jun-04 
Molinero, Ricardo Julian Jun-04 

Dunlap, Michael Joseph Sep-04 
Primus, Elizabeth D. Sep-04 

Malinowski, Matthew Samuel Feb-05
Scuderi, Fernanda Feb-05

MASTER OF SCIENCE
Baudo, Andrew I. Jun-02 
Deming, Justin Henry • Jun-02   
Goudy, Cheryl L. Jun-02 
Schuetz, James W Jun-02 
Warner, Nicholas Hale Jun-02 

Evenick, Jonathan Charles Sep-02 

Boehm, David A. Feb-03 
Gates, Brian Terrance Feb-03 
Healy, Maureen E. Feb-03 
O'Mahony, Emily Moira Feb-03 
Semple, Abigail Mary Feb-03 

Lipkaman, Leslie Jordan Jun-03 
Saunders, Mark David Jun-03 
Stinton, Adam James Jun-03 

De, Narendra Nath Feb-04 
Irwin, Randy Feb-04 
Spitzer-List, Tara Mackenzie Feb-04 

Cross, Gareth Edwin Jun-04 
Witmer, Todd Christian Jun-04 

Cone, Miles Reed Sep-04 
Mayer, Calista Anne Sep-04 
Rupp, Byron Robert • Sep-04 
Siniscalchi, Jennifer Lynn Sep-04 

Finewood, Lee Garrett Feb-05 
Webb, Amy Catherine Feb-05 

Cruz, Cheri Ann Jun-05 
Dosen, Anja Jun-05 
Lugert, Courtney Marie Jun-05 
Talley, Jennifer Leigh • Jun-05 
Thuman, Heather Ambrose Jun-05

Ph.D.
Hubbard, Bernard E Feb-01 
Kurbatov, Andrei V. • Feb-01 

Kim, Keon-Ho Sep-01 

Bergslien, Elisa T. Feb-02 
Joy, Michael Paul Feb-02 

Jordan, Thomas Edward • Jun-03 

Donarummo, John Feb-04

Degrees Conferredcontinued
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StudentHONORS

Duttweiler Field Camp Award:

Dorothea C. Duttweiler has contributed
funds to our department in support of
women’s fieldwork.  Specifically, money is
used to help women attend summer field
camp.  

The 2005 recipients of the $400 award are
Christina Anello and Erin Pinkowski.
Both women are outstanding students and
involved in extra-curricular activities.  

Gilbert Jaffe Memorial Award:

This award is intended for a student that
plans to pursue graduate studies in marine
or environmental sciences.  Elizabeth
Bufano is the recipient of the $750 award
for 2005.  A very bright and active student,
Elizabeth worked under the guidance of Dr.
Mohamed Sultan.  Her work encompassed
research related to the application of
remotely sensed data to geologic and envi-
ronmental issues.  She presented a poster at
the 2003 GSA National Meeting in Seattle,
Washington.  

Undergraduate Pegrum Award:

The Pegrum Award has been given annually
since 1970 to an outstanding graduating
senior in the Department of Geology.  The
2005 recipients of this $750 award are
Shannon Bardo and Christopher Jones.  

Shannon Bardo’s hard work and sustained
interest in her undergraduate courses was
exemplary.  She has also been awarded the
College of Arts & Sciences Outstanding
Senior Award in Geology and was induct-

ed into the 2005 Phi Beta Kappa Honor
Society. Shannon will attend UB in the fall
to pursue her Masters degree under Dr.
Marcus Bursik.  

A dedicated young man, Christopher
Jones was very active in the undergradu-
ate geology club, and participated in
recent faculty searches, helping to define
the undergraduate opinion on search can-
didates.  He plans to pursue a Masters
degree in remote sensing at Western
Michigan University in the fall.

Graduate Pegrum Award:

The graduate Pegrum Award is given to a
graduate student that excels in teaching or
research.  The 2005 recipients of this $750
award are Shannon Kobs, Adam Stinton
and Jennifer Talley.

Assigned as head TA for the main geology
sequence, Shannon Kobs organized mate-
rials and other TA’s for the course.  Very
active in mentoring both undergraduate
and graduate geology majors, Shannon
received a Certificate of Honorable
Mention through the College of Arts &
Sciences Graduate Student Excellence in
Teaching Awards Competition.  Shannon is
currently pursing her Ph.D. in Volcanology
under Dr. Marcus Bursik.  

Adam Stinton’s coursework and graduate
research developed his expertise in the area
of GIS and remote sensing which he has
applied to his subsequent research on active
volcanoes. Currently working with interna-
tional teams of scientists at three active 

Elizabeth Bufano, winner of the 2005 Jaffe
Memorial Award, with Dr. Robert Jacobi.

Shannon Bardo and Chris Jones, recipients of
the 2005 Undergraduate Pegrum Award, with

Dr. Robert Jacobi.
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volcanoes in Latin America, his work deals
with the analysis of geophysical mass flows
that affect the safety of people in the vicini-
ty of volcanoes.  For his dissertation project
in Ecuador, he wrote a proposal that was
funded by NSF for $250,000 at its first sub-
mission.  Adam is the first author on two
published papers in important scientific
journals and co-author on three others.  He
is the first author on 2 abstracts and co-
author on five more, all of which have been
presented at international meetings.  

Jennifer Talley’s thesis is in the area of
Hydrogeophysics where she used Ground-
Penetrating-Radar (GPR) to investigate chan-
neled flow through fractured rock.  This
project required that she master field hydro-
logic and geophysical techniques and some
of the theoretical foundations of those
techniques.  Jenn’s work has resulted in a
paper to Geophysical Research Letters and
another is in preparation for Water
Resources Research.  She won best student
paper at the NGWA Fractured Rock
Conference in October 2004.  Jenn defend-
ed her thesis April 21 and has accepted a
position with Golder Associates in Atlanta.  

James P. Owens Award

This award is given to an outstanding
undergraduate or incoming graduate stu-
dent who has an interest in fields related
to surface and near-surface geology.  The
2005 recipient of the $1,000 award is
Shannon Bardo.  

Shannon fulfills both requirements for this
award since she was an outstanding
undergraduate student and will begin her
graduate studies this fall at UB under 
Dr. Marcus Bursik.  

Congratulations Everyone!!!

Scholarships help the department retain 
current students and attract new ones to
our programs.  If you’re interested in making
a contribution to our scholarship programs,
or creating a new one, please contact the
department at 716-645-6800 ext. 6100.

Shannon Kobs, Recipient of the 2005
Graduate Pegrum Award, was unable to
attend the graduation ceremonies on 
May 14th. 

Adam Stinton and Jennifer Talley, recipi-
ents of the 2005 Graduate Pegrum Award,

with Dr. Robert Jacobi.
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Holocene

Pleistocene

Pliocene

Miocene

Oligocene

Eocene

Paleocene

Present Day

0.01 mil yrs. ago

1.81 mil yrs. ago

5.33 mil yrs. ago

23.03 mil yrs. ago

33.90 mil yrs. ago

55.80 mil yrs. ago

An interval in time or particular point in time 
used as a reference point.Epoch


